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Co SDpen tjjt Hooge tn tbt 
jFfrft Degree. 

HE brethren being af- 
fembled and clothed, the 
W. M. gives one k . . k 
with the Gavil and is anfwered by 
the S. and J. Wardens, (the fame 
is done at the Opening and Cloftng 

open the Lodge. 

W. M,— (r^ 7. W, calling him 
by name.) Br, A. B. What is the 
firft care of every Malbn ? 

J, W, — ^To fee the Lodge pro- 
perly Tyled* 

tHar3tofy m TO^tifi^^^ 

J. W,— (r^ I G, by name) Br. 
A. B. See the Lqdge properly 
TyJed. ' 

1. G. — Gives three k . . * s, 
which are anfwered by the Tyler, 
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the I. G. turns rouiid and fays to 
J. W. Br. A. B. {name). The 
Lodge is properly Tyled. 

J. W. — Gives three k. . . s 
Jign)y and reports the fame to the 
W. M. {calling him by name). 

W. M.— (Tb S. tV. by name) 
Br. A, B. What is the next 
care ? 

S. W. — To fee that none but 
Mafons are prefent, 

W. M. — Brethren, to order as 
Mafons in the firft degree. 

W.M.— Br. J.W. How many 
principal officers are there in the 
Lodge ? 

J. W.— Three, the W. M., S. 
and J. Wars. 

W.M.— Br.S.W. How many 
affiftant officers are there ? 

S. W. — Three, befides the Ty- 
ler or outer Guard, namely, the S. 
and J. Deacons, and I. G. 

W. M.— Br. J. W. Thefitua- 
tion of the outer Guard, or Tyler. 

J. W. — Outfide the door of 
the Lodge. 
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W. M.— (Tb J. W.) What is 
his duty ? 

J. W. — Being armed with a 
drawn fword, to keep ofF all Cow- 
ans and intruders to Mafonry, and 
fee that the Candidates are pro- 
perly prepared. 

W.M.— Br.S.W. Thefitua- 
tion of the I. G. ? 

S. W. — Within the entrance of 
the Lodge. 

W. M.—{T:o S. tV,) What is 
his duty ? 

S. W. — To admit Mafons on 
proof, receive Candidates in due 
form, and obey the commands of 
the J. W. 

W. M.— Br. J. W. The fitua- 
tion of the J. D. ? 

J. W. — At the right of the 
S. W. 

' w'. M.—{ro J. PT.) What is 
his duty ? 

J. W. — To carry all meflages 
and communications of the W. M. 
from the S. to the J. W. and fee 
the fame pundually obeyed. 
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Br:S^1«r, Thefftiii^ 
tion of the S, D. ? 

S, W. — ^At the right or near 
theW.M. ^ 

his du^ ? 

S. W.— To feaf all rndTages 
and commands from the W. M. 
to the S. W, md await the return 
of the J. D. 

W. M.^Br. J. W. Where is 
your conftant place in the Lodge f 

J. W,— In the South. 

W. M. (ro J. /3^|~l?<^flre 
you fo placed ? 

J. W.— To mark 4ii Sm nt 
its meridian, to call the brethren 
from labpur to refreftiment, and 
firtini t^^dll^iit to labour^ that 
profit ahH ^Ji^^i^ 1^ be the 
refult* 

ftant place in the Lodge ? 

S, W.^Inthe Weft. 

W.M,— (nj. ;r.3 Why are 
yoa fo placed ? 

W, — To mark the fetting 






Sun, to clofe the Lodge by the 
W, Mafter's command, after hav- 
ing feen that eve^ Brothef hp 
had his due. 

the Mailer's place ? 
S. W.— In the Eaft. 

w,M.— {To s. m} wiir a 

he fo placed ? 

S. W.— As the Sun rifes in the 
Eaftj to open and enliven the day, 
fo is the W. M, placed in the Eaft 
to open his Lodge» and employ 
and ttiiflt& £te Bl^^tf^ i& W'm- 
mafoniy; 

W. M. — The Lodge being 
duly formed, before I declare it 
open, let us invoke a ble/Ting from 
the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verie on all our undertakings, 
may our labours thus begun in 
order, be conduced in peace, and 
clofed in harmony. 

P. Mafter. — So mote it be. 

W, M. — In the name of the 
Great Architedt of the Univerfe, 
I declare the Lodge duly open for 
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Co open tfie ILotig;e in t^t 

HE W. M: gives one 

k * . . k which is fol- 
_ lowed by the S, and J, 

a /Tift nic to open the Xwodge m the 
Second Degree, 

the firfl care of every 
C . . , t Frcemafon ? 

J. W.W^To fee the Lodge pro- 
perly Tyled. 

W. M.—{To7, W.) Direa 
that duty to be done. 

J. W — Bn I. G. See the 
Lodge properly 1 yled. 

f i O.-^Giv^^tlite' fe . - Sj tod 
being anfwered hy the Tyler, he 
takes the f*.*J>* and gives the 
f , . . tl ctf the Pfrft Degree tS #1^ 
J, W. and fays, Br. J. jdis 
Lorige is properly Tyted. 
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J. W.— Gives the k . . . s and 
announces to the Mailer, that the 
Lodge is properly Tyled. 

W. M.— Br, S. W. What is 
the next care? 

S. W.— To fee that the Bre- 
thren appear to order as Mafons. 

W. M. — Brethren to order in 
the Firft Degree. 

(jThe Brethren take the J* * - pi 
and Jland to order with the J . . .n 
of an E. A,) 

W. M.— Br. J. W. Are you 
a Fellow-Craft Freemafon ? 

J. W.— I am, W. M. Try 
me, and prove me. 

W. M.—iTo J. PF.) By what 
inftrument in Architefture will 
you be proved ? 

J. W. — The Square. 

W. M.—{ro 7. PF.) What is 
a Square ? 

J. W.— An Angle of 90 De- 
grees, or the fourth part of a 
Circle. 

W. M.—{ro y. W.) Being 
yourfelf acquainted with the pro- 
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per mode, you will prove the Bre- 
thren Craftfmen, and demonftrate 
that proof to me by copying their 
example. 

J. W. — Brethren, it is the W. 
Matter's command that you prove 
yourfelves Craftfmen. 

(When the Brethren have taken 
the and J . . ^ n^ and the 

y. W. has Jeen them to be corre^y 
he makes the following report :) 

J.W.— W. M. The Brethren 
have proved themfelves Craftf- 
men, and in obedience to your 
commands I thus copy their ex- 
ample. 

W. M.— Br. J. W. I acknow- 
ledge the correftnefs of the f . . n. 
(Gives it and /. . .p.) 

W. M. — Brethren, before the 
Lodge is opened in the Second 
Degree, let us fupplicate the Grand 
Geometrician of the Univerfe, that 
the rays of heaven may ftied its 
benign influence over us, to en- 
lighten us in the paths of virtue 
and fcience. 
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P. M — So mote it be. 

W. M. — In the name of the 
Grand Geometrician of the Uni- 
verfe, I declare the Lodge duly 
opened on the Square, for the in- 
ftruiftion^ and improvement of 
Craftfmen. 










IRETHREN, affift ffle to 
optn the Lodge in the 
Third Degree. {Mrije.) 
W.M.— BrJ.W. What is the 
firft care of every Mafter Mafon ? 

J. W. — To fee the Lodge pro- 
perly Tyled. 

W. U.—{ro J. fr,") Dire« 
that duty to be done. 

J. W. — Br, L a See the 
Lodge properly Tyled. 

I G.— Gives the k . • * s of the 
Second Degree, wfeicti tfe an- 
fwered by the Tyler, then advanc- 
ing with the f - * *p and {, . .n, 
he fays, Br. J. WT the Lodge is 
properly Tykd. 

J w.^ — Gives the k . , . s and 
repoi rs the fame to the W, M, 





^^^^^^ 
1 ^^gnra^p^ 




IP 
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W. M.~Br. S. W. What is 
the next care ? 

S. W._To fee that the Bre- 
thren appear to order as Craftfmen. 

W. M. — Brethren, to order in 
the Second Degree. 

{^he Brethren Jiand to order with 
the /. . . n.) 

W. M.— Br.J.W. Are you a 
M. Mafon ? 

J. W.— I am, W. M. Try me 
and prove me. 

W.M.— /F.) By what 
inftruments in Architedlure will 
you be proved ^. 

J. W. — The S . . . e and 
C . . . mp . . . f . . . s. 

W. U.—{ro J. tV.) Being 
yourfelf acquainted with the pro- 
per mode, you will prove the 
Craftfmen M. Mafons by f . . . ns, 
and demonftrate that proof to me 
by copying their example. 

J. W.— Brethren, it is the W. 
Matter's command, that you prove 
yourfelves M. Mafons by .f . . . ns, 
{which they doy and when he fees 
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they are correct ^ he reports as fol- 
lows:) 

J. W.— W. M. The Brethren 
have proved themfelves M. Ma- 
fons by f . . . ns, and in obedience 
to your commands, I thus copy 
their example. 

W. M.— Br. J. W. Acknow- 
ledge the correftnefs of the f . . . ns 
{gives them). 

W,M.—{roJ.fF.) Whence 




come you 



j; W.— The Eaft. 
W. M.— Br. S. W. Whither 
direfting your courfe ? 
S. W.— The Weft. 
W. M.-Br.J. W. What in- 
ducement have you to leave the 
Eaft and go to the Weft ? 

J. W.— To feek for that which 
was loft, which by your inftruc- 
tion, and our own endeavours, we 
hope to find. 

W. M.— Br. S. W. What is 
that which was loft ? 

S. W. — The genuine fecrets of 
a M. Mafon. 
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M.^Br. J. W. How 

came they loft ? 

J. W.~By the untimfljr il^th 
of our Matter ftt, ' 

you expea tQ tfHsmf 

a centre? 

J. W,— That point within a 

circle from which every part of 
the circumference is Mi^idiftant, 

you expeft # fiaii witii the 
Centre? 

W;^Bjecauie that is a point 
from which ^ M. Ma&n cannot 
err. 

M;— ^eii we wffl affift 
you to repair that lofs, and may 
heaven ^id oar united c^tlesYowrs^ 
M;-^So ihdte ft fe. 
W. M,- In the name of the 
Mpft High, I declare the Lodge 
ijtify opened on the Centre^ for the 
purpofe of Freemafonty in the 
Third Degree. 



I 

i 





Cecemonp of Clofing the 
LoDge in tbe C&irli 

M. 

IRETHREN, affift me 
to clofethe Lodge in the 
Third Degree. [Jlln/e.) 
\Y. M,— Bn J. W. What is 
the conflaiSfi ^^Mtfe M, 
Mafon ? 

J* — To prove the Lodge 
clofe Tyled. 

that duty to be done. 
J. W.— Br. I, G. Pmire the 

Lodge clofe Tyled, 

I. G. — Gives tiiree k p » . 
which are anfwcred by the Tyler j 
the I. G, takes the f ... p and 
gives the p . . , n . . . I . . . f , . . n 
of the Third Degree, and fays, 
Br. J. W, the Lodge is dofe 
Tyled. 






i.t Cenmms 

J. W^-^-Qivm the fc » . . s, and 

reports the fame to the W. 

W. M.— Bn W, What is 
the next care ? 

S. W.^To fee that the Breth- 
ren appear to order as M, Mafons. 

W. M.— Bf^to&B, l& ordet tti 
the Third Degree. 

{T/:e Brethren take the J\ . 
and i^ive the f . , A . . . /. . . 

W. M.— Br- J^ W. WhepGfi 
come you? 

J. W.— The Weft, whither we 
have been ia fearch of the g^uine 
fecrets of a M. Mafon, 

W,M.— Br,S. W- H»Wf«Su 
been fuccefeful ? 

S. W.— We have not, M„ 
but we bring with us certain fub- 
ftituted fecrets, which we are an- 
xious to impart for your approba- 
tion. 

W, M-^CTfi W.) Let thofe 
fubffihit«:i ikmm regularly 
communicated to me. 

The two Wardens couic to the 
centre of the Lodge and face each 
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other about a yard apart, the S. 
faces the South and the J. the 
North, the J. works up the fecrets, 
the S. keeps his pofition; after 
the firfl: f . . . p he takes the hand 
of the S. and gives the p . . . s 
g . . . p of a M. M., and with 
hands elevated above the head, 
whifpers in his r . . . t ear the 
p . . . s w . . . d ; after loofing 
hands he takes another pace, and 
goes through the full f . . . n of a 
M. M., and on the five p . , , s of 
f . . . w . . .p he whifpers in his 1 ... t 
ear the w ... s of a M. M. ; after 
faluting the S. W. he refumes his 
feat. 

The S. W. moves to about a 
yard in front of the W. M., gives 
the p . . . 1 f . . . n and fays, W. M. 
condefcend to receive from me the 
fubftituted f . . . s of a M. M. 

The W. M. replies, Br. S. W. 
I will receive them with pleafure, 
and you will on this occafion, for 
the information of the Brethren, 
repeat the w . . . s aloud. 
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The W, M. leaves the Chair 
{ from the right Jtde^) and receives 
them as the S. had done, the 
S. W. then falutes the W. M.3 both 
return to their feats, keeping up 
the f *. ,^ 1 f , ^ ^ fi mtil th^^^liw 
there. 

W. M. Refumes the Chair, and 
addrefTes the Lodge as follows. 
Brethren, the fubftitiUcd f . . . s of 
a M, M. which have been thus re- 
gularly communicated to me, I, as 
the M. of this Lodge^ and thereby 
the humble reprefentative of King 
Solomon, fandionj confirm, and 
declare, that they fhall defignate 
you and all M, Mafons through- 
out the Univerfe, until time or 
circumftaiices fliall reftgre the 
genuine ones. 

The Brethren bending the head 
a little forwaj^ci all f xdaim;^ With 
gradttiilfe tb tiiir Miaft^ m bend. 

Then all the Brethren {with 
the Grand md RmdJ. , ..n)^ AU 
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of this degree being ended, you 
have my commands to clofe this 
M. Mafon's Lodge. {Gives the - 

S. W. — Brethren, in the name 
of the Moft High, and by com- 
mand of the W. M., I clofe this 
M. Mafons' Lodge. {Gives the 
k...s.) 

J. W. — And it is clofed accord- 
ingly. {Gives the k.,,Sy alfo the 
1. G. and Tyler.) 









Ceremonp of Clofing tfte 
ilooge in tftt %econli 
Degree^ 

w. M. 
jRETHREN,affiftmeto 
clofe the Lodge in the 
Second Degree. 
W. M.— Br. J. W. What is 
the conftant care of every Fellow- 
Craft Freerhafon ? 

J. W. — To prove the Lodge 
clofe Tyled. 

W. M.—(To J. PT.) Direft 
that duty to be done. 

J. W.— Br. L G. Prove the 
Lodge clofe Tyled. 

The I. G. gives the k...s, 
which are anfwered by the Tyler ; 
he takes the f...p, gives the f...n, 
and fays, Br. J. W. the Lodge is 
clofe Tyled. 

J. W. — Gives the k...s, and 
reports the fame to the W. M. 





W. XL— Br. S W. Wiar k 
ibc uacr rarrr S. W, — To ice 
Brrrrm acv^mi to orvkr 



rei. To ordcr 
tic SscDod DC£T«C. 
W. XL— Be. J. W. tias firm- 
nod mist hire yosu cricovcred ? 
J. W.—Tijc Sacred SnnboL 
W,\L— Br. SW. Where is 
it firuatcd: 

S W. — In tbc cam e of the 
building. 

W. Kl,— Br. J. W. To whom 
does it allude ? 

J. W. — To God, Ae Grand 
Geometrician of die Univerie. 

W. M. — Hicn let us remember 
that wherever we arc, or whatever 
we do. He is always with us, and 
His all-feeing eye beholds us, and 
while we continue to aA according 
to the principles of the Craft, let 
us not fail to difcharge our duty 
to Him with fervency and zeal. 

W. M.— Br. S. W., the labours 
of this degree being ended, you 
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have my command to clofe the 
Lodge. (Gf^w the k, . , j.) 

S. W. — In the name of the 
Grand Geometrician of the Uni- 
verfe, and by command of the 
W. M., I clofe this Fellow-Crafts 
Lodge. {Gives the k.,,s.) 

J» W. — As happily have we 
met, fo happily may we part, and 




r 




Cetemonp of Cloflng tbt 

_ RETHREN, afflft me 
^H^^ to clofe the Lodge. (Jll 
9iimm rife.) Br.J. W. What 
h the coiftafit Cfilfi «f 

Con? 

J, W*^T© p-dVe the Lodge 

cloft^ Tyled> 

W. M.—CTo J. W.) Direft 
that duty to bfr di«ie» 

J. W.— Br, I. fmz the 
Lodge clofe Tyled. 

I. G. — Gives tf>ree lafc^' 
the f...p and Cn, and Hiys, Br- 
J. W. the Lodge is clofe Tyled. 

W. — Gives the kii^, and 
reports the fame to the W. M. 

W. M.— Br. S. W. What is 
the next care ? 

S. W.^-Tokc that the Brethren 
appear to order as Mufons, 
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W. M- — Brethren, to CMxler as 
Mafeas. 

W. M.— Br.SW. Tour con- 
ftant place in die Lodge ? 

S. W.— In die Weft. 

W. lA.—{To S. fF.) Why 
are yoo fo placed ? 

S. W.— As die Son fets In the 
Weft to dofe the day, (b is the S. 
W. placed in the Weft to dole the 
Lodlge, by the W. M.'s command, 
after havingieen that every Brother 
has had his due. 

W. M. — Before the Lodge is 
cloied, let us with all reverence and 
humility expreis our gradtude to 
the Great Archited of the Univerfe, 
for the favours already received, 
may He continue to preferve our 
Order by beautifying and adorning 
us with every moral and fbcial 
virtue. 

P. M. — So mote it be. 

W. M.— Br. S. W. The la- 
hours of the evening being ended, 
you have my command to clofe 
the Lodge. {Gives the k...s.) 
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S. W. — Brethren, in the name 
of the'Great Architeft of the Uni- 
verfe, and by command of the W. 
M., I clofe the Lodge. {Gives the 
k...s.) 

J . W. —The Lodge being clofed, 
I declare it adjourned until the 

day of (emergencies 

excepted, of which due notice will 
be given), and it is adjourned 
accordingly. (Gives the k...s.) 

The I. G. and Tyler alfo give 
the k...s.) 

The P. M. — Takes one pace 
forward and fays. Brethren, no- 
thing now remains but according 
to ancient cuftom, to lock up our 
f...s in a fafe and facred repofitory, 
uniting in the aft, fidelity, fidelity, 
fidelity. 

END OF THE OPENINGS AND 
CLOSINGS. 
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£iueaion0 tnfiicl) muQ be 
antuiereo bp^ Canoioates! 
before IPalfing:. 

HE Lodge being open 
in the Firft Degree, the 
W. M. thus proceeds : 
— Brethren, Br. A. B. is this even- 
ing a Candidate to be pafled to the 
Second Degree, but it is firft necef- 
fary that he fliould give proofs of 
his proficiency in the former, I 
lhall therefore proceed to put the 
neceflary queftions. 

W. M. — Where were you firft 
prepared to be made a Mafon ? 
Can. — In my heart. 
W. M. — Where next ? 
Can. — In a convenient room 
adjoining the Lodge. 

W. M. — Defcribe the mode of 
your preparation. 

Can. — I was divefted of all 
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m r...k and h d w d, mj r t 

a. ..iii L^t b^.t and k..c tot made 

b. . e and my r...t h.. J £^p £..d, 
with a C..C t...w about my 
neck. 

W. M. — Where wre you 
made a Malba? 

Can. — ^In the body of a Lodge, 
iuft, perfeA, and regular. 

W. M.— And when? 

Can. — When the Sun was at its 
meridian. 

W. M. — Mafbns' Lodges in 
this country being ufually held in 
the evening, how do you account 
for this, which at the firft view 
appears a paradox. 

Can. — The Sun bdng the centre 
of our fyftem, and the earth con- 
ftantly revolving on its axis, and 
Freemafonry being univerially 
foread over its furface, it necef- 
farily follows that the Sun muft 
be always at its meridian with 
refpeft to Freemafonry. 

W. M.— What is Freemafonry ? 

Can. — A peculiar fyftem of 





mm^^tf ifiMti iifi allegory, and 
illiiftrated by Symbols, 

W. M.' — Name the grand prin- 
ciples oil Whfcfe mr tkStr % 
founded. 

Can.^ — Brotherly I^ve, Relief, 
and Truth, 

W. M. — Who are fit and proper 
perfons to be made Mafons? 

Can. — ^Jult, Spright, and free 
men, of mature age, found Judg- 
ment, and ftrid morals, 

W, M. — How do you 'kmiv 
yourfelf to be a Mafon ? 

Can. — By the regularity of my 
initiatioHj repeated trials and ap- 
probation, and a willingnefs at all 
times to undergo an examination 
when properly called upon. 

W. M, — How do you demon- 
ftrate the proof of your being a 
Mafon to others ? 

Can. — By C„ns, t,..Sj and the 
perfeft points of my entrance. 

W.M* — Doyouferioufly pledge 
your word of honour as a man, 
and your fidelity as a Mafon, that 





TOT w£l icadlj 3 
trsc ceicr ory cf 
tfac Sf rnr.i f D s^cl ? 

Car.,— I doL 

W.XL— DoTocZ; 
Toadc^y izader pcssahr crif TOOT 
former ociigarkjct, tf:at too will 
cocxcal what I fcall now impart 
to J 00 with the &111C ftrid l au liun 
2S the Other fecrets m Xlafborr? 

Can. — I da 

W, M — Then I wiil cntruft 
you with a tcft of merit, which 
con Aftsof a pL^g^pand w...d, 
the p^ g_p b given by a diftind 

prefliire of the between die 

firft and iecond, etc The p.^^ 

w^,.d isS h, which denotesplenty , 

and is depi^d in a Fellow-Crafts 
Lodge by an ear of corn^ near a 
f,,,l o( w...r. You muft be careful 
to remember this w...d, as without 
it you will not be able to gain ad- 
midion into a Lodge in a fupcrior 
degree. Pais S...hl 





Ciueflion0 muS tie 

annoereD before tbe Can> 
nmttfi are laaifeo. 



HE Lodge is opened in 
the Second Degree, the 
i^lje^ W. M. addrefles the 



ill 



Lodge as before, faying the Third 
inftead of the Second. The Can- 
didate is placed before the W. M. 
by the S. D. 

W. M. — How were you pre- 
pared to be pafled to the Second 
Degree ? 

Can. — In a manner fomewhat 
fimilar to the former, fave that in 

this Degree I was not h d 

w d, myj...t a...m r...t b...t 

and k...e were madeb...e, and my 
r,..t h...l f...p f...d. 

W. M. — On what were you 
admitted ? 

Can. — The S e. 






36 The PerfeB Ceremonies 

W, M,— What is a S. e? 

Can,— An angle of 90 degrees, 
or the fourth part of a circle. 

W. M, — What are the peculiar 
objeSs of refearch in this Degree? 

Cta. — ^Thc myfteries of nature 
and fcience, 

W. M*—A^ it is the Jiop^ of 
reward tliai!:fweetehs klf^Ur|f1^i}c^ 
did our ancient brethrfefl pr & 
receive their wages? 

Can.— Into the middle chamber 
of King Solomon's Temple. 
W. M,— How did tbey receive 



den^^ 

manner ? 

Can.— Without fcruple, well 
felbwing they were entitled to re- 
ceive them, and without diffidence, 
from the great reliance they placed 
in the integrity 6f fRliit employers 
in thofe days. 

W, M,— What were the names 
of t&dfe that ftdoS k 
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the porchway or entrance of King 
Solomon's Temple ? 

Can. — ^That on the ]...t was 
called .., and that on the r...t, 



W. M. — What are their fepa- 
rate and conjoint fignifications ? 

Can. — The former denotes in 
f...hy the latter to eftablifti, and 
when conjoined, liability, for God 
faid, in my ftrength will I eftablifti 
this mine houfe to ftand firm for 



ever. 



END OF TJIE QUESTIONS 
FOR RAISING. 






! 
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CEremonp of Smtiatton* 



,HE Brethren being af- 
fembled, the W. M. re- 
queftsthem tobeclothed^ 
after feeing that they are fo, he 
opens the Lodge iti the Firft De- 
gree, the minutes of the previous 
Lodge or Lodges are put for 
confirmation (which muft at all 
times be done in the Firft Degree 
and no other), when the W, M, 
is informed the Candidate is pre- 
pared^ the Tyler makes the report, 
the L G, advances to the J, W, 
and fays there is a report, the 
J .W, rifes and fays W. M. there 
is a report, 

W. M.— Br. J, W. You will 
inquire who wants admiffion. 

J. W. — Br. I. G. See who 
wants admifTion. 

The I. G, opens the door, and 
afks the Tyler who he has there. 
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ry\^Y,—{raLG,) MnA. B,, 
a poor candidate in a ftate of 
d...k,.,S3 who has been well and 
worthily recommendedj regularly 
propofcd and approved of in open 
Lodge, now comes of his own free 
will and accord^ like wife properly 
prepared, humbly foliciting to be 
admitted to the myfteries and pri- 
vileges of ancient Freemafonry. 

I, G.—{To T.) How does he 
hope to obtain thofe privileges ? 

T. — By the help of God, being 
free and of good report, 

L G.—{T'o T.) Let him wait 
while I make a report to the W. 
Mafter 

The L G. clofes the door, ad- 
vances with the C.p and f,,,n, 
and %s to the W. M,> Mr, A. B., 
etc, {fome report as the Tyier.) 

W. M.^{ro L G.) how does 
he hope to obtain thofe privi- 
leges ? 

1. G.— By the help of God, 
being free and of good report 
W< M. — The tongue of good 
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report has already been heard in 
his favour, do you Br. I. G. vouch 
that he comes properly prepared ? 

1. G.— I do, W. M. {He has 
before Jeen he was.) 

W. M.— Then let him be ad- 
mitted in due form. 

W. M. — Calls the Deacons, 
they go to the door, the J. takes 
the right hand of the Candidate 
with his left, and after gently 
leading him to the left of the 

S. W., he applies the to his 

l...t b...t, he afks him if he feels 
anything, after a reply in the 
affirmative, he raifes his hand 
above his own head, to (how the 
W. M. that he has fo applied it. 

Vf,M.—{roCan.) Mr. A. B., 
as no perfon can be made a Mafon 
unlefs he is a free man and of 
mature age, I demand to know if 
you are free and of the full age of 
twenty-one years ? 

Can. — I am. 

W. M.— ^To Can.) Thus 
aflured, you will k...l while the 
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bleffing of heaven is imrafeed in 
aid of oiir jSiweedings^ 

Prayer. 

Vouchfafe thine aid^ Almighty 
Father and Supreme Ruler of the 
UniTcrfe, to our prefent conven- 
tion, and grant that this candidate 
for Freemafonry may fo dedicate 
and devote his life to Thy fervice 
as to become a true and faithful 
brother among us. Endue him 
with a competency of Thy Divine 
Wifdom, that aflifted by the fecrets 
of our Mafonic art, he may be 
the better enabled to di^lay the 
beauties of true godlinefs to the 
honour and glory of thy Holy 
name. 

W, M.— (^c Can,) In all cafes 
of difficulty and danger, ia whom 
do you put your truft ? 

Can.^ — -In God, 

W, M.— Right glad am I to 
find vour faith fo well founded, 
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relying on fuch fure fupport, you 
may lafely arife and follow your 
leader with a firm but humble 
confidence, for where the name of 
God is invoked, we truft no dan- 
ger can enfue. 

W. M.— The Brethren from 
the N. E. S. and W. will take 
notice that Mr. A. B. is now about 
to pafs in view before them, to 
(how that he is a candidate pro- 
perly prepared to be made a 
Mafon. 

{The S. D, rejumes his feat.) 

The J. D. takes him by the 
right hand and gently leads him 
up the N. paft the W. M. and 
round to the J. W. and with the 
Candidate's r...t h...d ftrikes the 
J. W. three times on the r...t 
fhoulder. 

J. W.—{To J. D.) Whom 
have you there ? 

J. D. — Mr. A. B. a poor, etc. 
(fame report as at the door), 

J. W. — How does he hope to 
obtain thefe privileges ? 
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J. a— By the help of God> 

being free and of good report* 

Tht J. W. {rijes) takes the 
r..,t h,,,d of the Can. and lays, 
Pafs free born and of good report. 

The J. D. takes him to the 
r-..t of the S. W; %hb pafies hitn 
through the fame examination, he 
is then delivered to the other fide 
of the S. W. and hfs r.,.t h..,d 
placed in the S. W/s left. 

S. W. — Rifes {with the J.^^n) 
and laySi W- I prefent to you 
Mn A. B.3 a Candidate properly 
prepared to be maide a Ma&ti. 

W. M.— Br. S, W., your prc- 
fentation /hatl be attended to^ for 
which purpofe I will addrefs a few 
queftions to the Candidate^ which 
1 truft he wUl anfwer mtib csm- 
dour. 

W. yi.— {T6 Cm) Do you 

fcrioufly declare on your honour^ 
that unbiafed by the improper 
foHcitattiHt ©f fiiendS againft your 

own inclination, and uninfluenced 
by mercenary or any other un- 
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worthy motive, yoti freely and 
voluntarily offer yourfelf as a Can- 
didate for the myftcries and privi- 
leges of Ancient Frecmafonry ? 

Can.^ — I do. 

W. M, — Doyou likewife pledge 
yourfelf that you are prompted to 
folicit thofe a 
favourable opmion preconceived 
of the Inftitution, a general deiire 
of knowledge^ and a fincere wifli 
to render yourfelf more cxten* 
fivdy ferviccable to your fellow- 
creatures ? 

Can, — I do, 

W. M. — Do you further feri- 
oufly declare upon your honour, 
that J avoiding fear on the one hand, 
and rafhnefs on the other, you will 
fteadily perfevcre through the cere- 
mony of your Imttation, and^ if 
admitted^ will afterwards a<5t and 
abide by the ancient ufages and 
eftabliftied cuftoms of 'Gb^ jQjrdjeiv 

Can. — I will. 

W. M,-Br. S. W,, you will 
direft the J, D- to inftrudt the 
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Candidate to advance to the Eaft 
by the proper f...s. 

S. W.— Br. J. D., It is theW. 
Mafter's command that you in- 
ftruft the Candidate to advance to 
the Pedeftal in due form. 

The J. D. ftates to the Candi- 
date that the method of advancing 
from W. to E. is by three irregular 
f...s, and after leading him about 
a yard from the W. M., he firft 
diredls him to take a ftxort pace 
of about 15 in. with his l...t f.:.t 
bringing his r...t h...I into the 
hollow thereof, one about 12 in., 
and another about 9 in., the J. D. 
taking care that he is within fuch 
a convenient diftance of the Pedef- 
tal, fo as to be enabled to k...l 
before it without any other mov- 
ing of the feet. 

W. M.— (in? Can,) Mr. A. B., 
it is my duty to inform you that 
Mafonry is free, and requires a 
perfeft freedom of inclination in 
every Candidate for its myfteries; 
it is founded on the pureft prin- 
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ciples of piety and virtue, it pof- 
fefTes many great and invaluable 
privileges ; but in order to fecure 
thofe privileges to worthy men, 
and we truft to worthy men alone, 
vows of fidelity are required ; but 
let me aflure you thofe vows are 
not incompatible with your moral, 
civil, or religious duties ; are you, 
therefore, willing to take a great 
and folemn obligation, founded on 
the principles I have already Hated, 
to keep inviolate the fecrets and 
myfteries of our order ? 
Can. — I am. 

W. M. — Then you will k...l 
pn your 1. . .t k. . .c, place your r. . . t 
f...t in form of a f...e, give me 
your r...t h...d, and I will place it 
on this book, which is the vol. of 
the Sacred Law, ftate your feveral 
names at length, and repeat after 
me. 

{l!he W. M. and Wardens give 
one knocks the Brethren rife and place 
the r..J h...d on the L.J i...t.) 
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Obligation. 

I, A. B., in the prcfence of the 
Great Architeft of the Univerfe, 
and this worthy and worftiipful 
Lodge of ancient, free, and ac- 
cepted Mafons, regularly aflem- 
bled and properly dedicated, of my 
own free will and accord, do hereby 
and hereon moft folemnly and fin- 
cerely fwear, that I will always hele, 
conceal, and never reveal any part 
or parts, point or points, of the 
fecrets or my fteries of or belonging 
to ancient Freemafonry, which 
may heretofore have been known 
by, fhall now, or may at any time 
be communicated to me, unlefs it 
be to a true and lawful brother or 
brethren, and not even unto him 
or them until after a due trial, 
ftridl examination, or fure informa- 
tion that he or they are worthy of 
that confidence, or in the body of 
a Lodge, juft, perfeft, and regular. 
I further folemnly promife that I 
I will not write thofe fecrets, indite. 




mm 
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carve, mark^ or etigiwfe,©!- other- 
wife them delineate, or caufe or 
fufFer the fame to be fo done by 
others, if in mf pm^r to prevent 
it* on anything moveable or im- 
moveable under the canopy of 
Heaven, whereby or wheflfcdfty any 
letter, charaaer, or figure, or the 
leaft trace of a letter, charader, 
or figure, may become legible or 
intelligible to any one in the world ^ 
fo that our hidden art and fecret 
myfteries may improperly become 
known tiirougb my unworthinefa 
Thm Ifeftraf i^nts 1 folemnly 
fwear to obfervcj without evafion, 
eauivocation, or mental refervation 
of any kind, under no lefs penalty 
on the violation of either of them, 
than that of havir^ etc., or the 
more efFeftive putilmhsentof being 
branded as a wilfully perjured indi- 
vidual, void of all moral worth^and 
totally unfit to be reetdfeil itte^is 
worfhipful Lodge, or any other 
warranted Lodge, or fociety 
men whopri^e liondi^at^ ^df^ 
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above the external advantages of 
rank knd fortune, fo help me God, 
and keep me fteadfaft in this my 
great and folemn obligation, being 
that of an E. A. Freemafon. 

W. M. — What you have re- 
peated may be confidered as a 
ferious promife,as a pledge of your 
fidelity ; and to render it binding 
as a (blemn obligation, I call on 
you to falute once with your lips 
the vol. of the Sacred law. 

W. M. — Having been kept a 
confiderable time in a ftate of 
d . . .k. . ;s, what in your prefent po- 
fition is the predominant wifh of 
your heart ? 

Can. — L...t 

W. M.^{Xo J, D.) Let that 
blefling be reftored to our Br. 

{*The Brethren raije their hands 
abome their heads ^ the W. M. utters 
the w.,.s one^ twoy three y at the laft 
w.,J they Jimultaneoujly bring them 
down and ftrike the thigh ; the J. D. 
at this moment reftores the l...t.) 

W. M. — Having been reftored 
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to the bleffing of material l...t, let 
me direcft your attention to what 
we efteem the three great though 
emblematical lights in Freema- 
fonry, namely, the vol. of the 
Sacred Law, the Square, and Com- 
pafles; the Sacred Writings are 
to rule and govern our faith, the 
Square to regulate our aftions, and 
the Compalies to keep us within 
due bounds with all mankind, par- 
ticularly with our brethren in Free- 
mafonry. 

W. M. — Takes the Candidate 
by the right hand and fays. Rife, 
newly obligated brother among 
Mafons. 

W. M. — You are now enabled 
to difcover the three lefler lights, 
they are fituated E. S. and W., and 
are meant to reprefent the Sun, 
Moon, and Matter of the Lodge ; 
the Sun to rule the day, the Moon 
to govern the night, and the M. 
to rule and diredt his Lodge. 

W. M.— By your meek and 
candid behaviour this evening, you 
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have efcaped two great dangers, 
but there is a third which will awdt 
you till the lateft period of your 
exiftence. The dangers you have 
already efcaped are thofeoff. . .b. . .g 
and f. . .g, for at your entrance into 
the Lodge, this p. . ,n. . .d was pre- 
fented to your naked l...t b...t, 
fb that had you rafhly attempted 
to rufh forward, you would have 
been acceflbry to your own death 
by f...b...g; not fo the Brother 
who held it, as he would have re- 
mained firm, and only done his 
duty. There was likewife this 
C...e t...w with a running noofe 
about your neck, which would have 
rendered any attempt to retreat 
equally fatal; but the danger which 
will awaityou until your lateft horn- 
is the penalty of your obligation, 
wherein you fwore that as a man 
of honour and a Mafon, you would 
fooner have your, etc. 

W. M. — Having taken the 
great and folemn obligation of an 
E. A. Freemafon, I am now per- 
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mitted to infdriiiyotttllafe ttere are 

feveral degrees in Freemafonry, 
with peculiar f..,ns reftri(5ted to 
each ; thefe, however^ are not com- 
municated indifcriminately^ butare 
conferred on candidates according 
to nieritatidabilitiesj I dial I there- 
fore proceed to inftrud: you with 
the f..-ns of this Degree^ or thofc 
marks by which Mafons are known 
to each other, and are diftinguifhed 
from the reft of the world, but 
muft firfl: premife for your general 
obfenration that ajl X^.ns l„.sand 
perpendicuWs,ar^ true and proper 
f. ,,ns to know a Mafon by ; you 
are therefore expeded to ftand 
perfeftly ereft, with your feet in 
form of a f...e; your body being 
confidered embleni of your 
mind, andyoiH^'ffeetdftfcefei9St^^ 
of your adlions* 

W. M. — You will &0W take a 
Ihort pace widi jmt I.. it f,,,t 
bringing the r,,,t h,.J into the 
hollow; this is called the firft 
r^tdar fw>p iH Pfeemafonry, and 



mm 
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it is in this pofidon the C.ns of 
this Degree are communicated : 
they confift of a f.-n t...n and 
w,..d; the f7..n is given by placing 
the hand, etc.; the t...n is given-f 
this demands a w{..d which is 
highly prized amongft Mafons, as 
a guard to their privileges, too 
much caution therefore cannot be 
obferved in communicating it; it 
muft never be given in full, but 
always either by l..,t...s or f...b...s, 
to enable you to do which I muft 
firft tell you what the w...d is, 
it is as in the courfe of the 
ceremony you will be called on 
for this w...d, the J. D. will* now 
didate the anfwers you are to 
give. 

W. M. — Gives the g...p and 
afks what is this ? 

Can. — The g...p or t...n of 
an E. A. Freemafon. 

W. M. — What does it demand? 

Can. — A w...d. 

W. M. — Give me that w...d. 

Can. — ^At my initiation I was 
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taught to be cautious^but witi|f 0g 
I will dither K.,r or h, . .e it, 

W. M.~Which you pleafcj and 
bqgitti, 

W. M. — This w.,.d IS derived 
from the h„t h...dp,4.1. . *r at the 
p» . .h. . -y or e, • » ,e to King Solo- 
xm^^ Temple, (b named after 
...... the great grandfather of 

David, a Prince and ruler in Iftad, 
and the im|»#1t/if Ito; 1i^n4 

Wl Mi— Takes the Carii by 
the hand, and fays pafs 

The J- D. takes him to the 
J. W* and fays, I prefent to you 
Br. A. B. on his initiation. 

J. W. — (Tfl Cm.) You wUl 

The J. JQ, tolNift^^ 
vance. 

J, W. — ^Do yoti bring anything 
elfe with you ? 

Can. — I do. {Gives the f ^^n.) 
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Can.— The fign of .«& A. 
Freemafon. 

J* W. — Have you anything to 
communicate ? {Ri/es.) 

Can, — ^1 have. {Gives the g,., p.) 

J. W.— Whalis^f 

Can*— The g..*p Of tv. .a of au 
E. A. Freemafon. 

J, W.— WhatdoeikifcjSiM^ 

Can.— A w.*.di. 

J* W. — Give me that w...d. 

Cari. — ^At my initiation I was 
taugbt to be cautious> but with 
you I iSlttli^ifter 1, . or h- . ^0 St 

begin. 

{^he w,,J is given J the fame 

ceremony is made zvith the S. W,, 
but the Can, explains the J, , Mw...d^ 

fiJe^ and his r,,Jh.. .Sj^^dM^ 
I. .J of the W.) 

W, {rifes, ghes ikf...nma 

fays), W. M.j I prefent to you Br- 
A. B, on his initiation^ for fome 
mark of your favour. 

W. M,~Br. S. W,, I delegate 
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you to inveft our Brother with the 
diftinguilhiiie b,,.e of a Mafpn. 

% m^im mi^j By tfie w. 
M lifter's command, I inveft you 
with the diftinguifhing badge of a 
Mafon. It is more ancient than 
the Golden Fleece, or Roman 
Eaglcj more honourable than the 
Order of the Garte*, or atiy otihri^ 
order in exiftencej it being the 
badge of innocence, and the bond 
of fiiefiif sfic! I Skm^ft^QTt 
you ever to wear and confider it as 
fuch^ and I further inform you if 
you never difgraife -^at badge, it 
will never difgrace you. 

{T/ie J. D. now turns tin face of 
the Cm, towards the VF, ilC, who 
Miv&rs to Mm ihe f&ffming) 

Addrefs. 

W- M. —I muft ad d t o r 1 1 c o b fc r- 
vlfesris of the S. W. that you are 
never to put on that badge^ fhould 
you be about to vifit a Lodge 
where there ia a brother with whom 

yqii fit m ^nrnm^, m li^^ 
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whom youentertaln any animofity ; 
in fuch cafeSj it is expefted you will 
inyite him to withdraw, in order 
that you may fettle your diiFerences 
amicably, which if happily effeded, 
you may then clothe yourfdvesj 
entertheLodgc»andworkwitb that 
love and har mofiy which fhould at 
all times charadlcrife Freemafons. 
But if ypur differences are of fuch 
a liaitttine tS tiot to be fo eafily ad- 
jufted, it were better that one or 
both of you retire, rather the 
harmony of the Lodge fhmM ht 
difturbed by your prefence. 

{TAi M. direiis the J. D. to 
phce the Cm. at tkt E. part 0/ 
the Lodge ^ and while thgte ke gms 
thefallming addrcfs). 




W. M. 

T IS cuftomaryat the erec- 
tion of all ftately and fu- 
perfe (sdificcs, to lay the 
'fifll of fouhdadon ftotie 
at the N.E, corner of the building j 
you being newly initiated into Ma- 
fonry, are placed at theN.E. part 
of the Lodge figuratively to repre- 
fent th^t ftone^ tad from the foun- 
datfoti Ikidf' tfiis lewmng, may you 
raife a fuperdrufture perfed in all 
its parts and hoppurs^ble to the 
bm!dcf ; yon hb^ ffend to t\i ^y- 
tcrnalappeari?ncea jufland upright 
nian and Mafon^ and 1 give it you 
irf teffilgof ftrong recoMThehdadon 
ever to continue and a6l ;is fuch; 
indeed, I fliall immediately proceed 
iirfeme tneafure to put your prin- 
ciples to the teftj by cn I ling on you 
to exercife that virtucj which may 
juftly be denominated the diftin- 
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guifliingchaniftcrofaFfeemafon's 
heart, I mean Charily. J tnift I 
need not here dilstte oti its tiS&A^ 
lence, doubtlcfs it has often been 
fdt md pra^fei by ypu ; liiffice 
it ttJ f^f, thai it !f ^ tppmba- 
tion of heaven and earth and, like 
its fifter Mercy, blefles him who 
gives J as well as him who receives- 
In a fociety fo widely extended 
as that of Freemafonry* whofe 
branches are fpread over the four 
quarters of the globe, it cannot he 
defied that we have many brethren 
of raiilt' tndtjpulence amongft m; 
neither cnn it be concealed that 
amotig the thoufands who range 
ui^er ife Mtin^ there are mmj 
who, perhaps ftom ctrcumftances 
of unforefeen intisfortune and cala- 
mity, are IcdiiiSed to the loweft 
ftrite of poverty and diftrefs. In 
their behalf it has been our iifual 
Guftom to awaken the feelings of 
every newly-mad c Brother by mak- 
ing fuch a claim on his charity as 
Jits ctrctimftances in life may &irly 
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warrant; anything therefore you 
may feel difpofetl to give, you will 
depofit with the J. D.^ it will be 
thankfully received and faithfully 
applied. 

{l^he J, D, appeals £o the Can, 
who Jlates he has been deprived of 
his money^ etc. ^he J. D, then 
ajks if he would give were it in his 
power ^ to which the Can. replies in 
the affirmative^ the J. reports 
the fame to the M) 

W. M.—(^o Can.) I congratu- 
late you on the honourable fenti- 
ments by which you are aduated^ 
likewife on the inability which pre- 
cludes you from gratifying them ; 
beheve niCj this trial was not made 
to fport with your feelings, far be 
from us any fuch intentions; it was 
done for three efpecial reafonSj firft 
to put your principles to the teft, 
fecondly to evince to the brethren 

that you had neither nor 

m.,.t,,,] fubftance about you, for 
if you had, the ceremony of your 
initiation thus far muft have been '^^^^^^ 
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rqieated, and thirdly, as a warning 
to your own heart, that (hould 
you at any future rime meet a dif- 
trefled brother who might claim 
your afliftance, you would think 
of that ]:)eculiar moment when you 
were admitted into Mafonry poor 
and p...y...s, and cheerfully em- 
brace the opportunity of pradifing 
towards him that virtue you now 
profefe to admire. 

{"The J. D. places the Can. in 
front of the IV. M.) 

W. M. — I now prefent to you 
the working tools of an E. A. Free- 
mafon, which are the 24-in. Gauge, 
the common Gavil, and Chifel. 
The 24-in. Gauge is to meafure our 
work, the common Gavil is to 
knock off all fuperfiuous knobs 
and excrefcences, and the Chifel is 
to further fmooth and prepare the 
ftone, and render it fit for the hands 
of the more expert craftfman. But 
as we are not all operative, but 
rather free and accepted, or fpecu- 
Ta^« M^ilc^ i«e ftj^plf ttiele tools 
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to our morals, in this fenfe, the 24- 
in. Gauge reprefents the 24 hours 
of the day, part to be fpent in 
prayer to Almighty God, part in 
labour and refreftiment, and part to 
ferve a friend or brother in time of 
need, that not being detrimental 
to ourfelves or connexions. The 
common Gavil reprefents the force 
of confcience, which ftiould keep 
down all vain and unbecoming 
thoughts, which might obtrude 
during any of the before men- 
tioned periods, fo that our words 
and acftions may afcend to the 
throne of grace, pure and unpol- 
luted. The Chifel points out to 
us the advantages of education, by 
which means alone we are rendered 
fit members for regularly organifed 
fociety. 

W. M. — As in the courfe of the 
evening you will be called on for 
certain fees for your initiation, it 
is but fair you fhould know by 
what authority we ad. This is 
our charter or warrant of Conftitu- 
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tion {ppns and /hews it) from the 
Grand Lodge of England, which 
is for your infpeftion on this or any 
future Lodge evening, this is our 
Book of Conftitutions, and thefe 
are our Bye-laws {exhibits the for- 
mer and gives a copy of the latter\ 
both of which I recommend to 
your ferious perufal, as by the one 
you will be taught the duties you 
owe to the craft in general, and by 
the other, thofe you owe to this 
Lodge in particular. You are now 
at liberty to retire, in order to re- 
ftore yourfelf toyourperfonal com- 
forts, and on your return to the 
Lodge, I fhall direft your attention 
to a charge, founded on the excel- 
lence of our inftitution, and the 
qualification of its members, if time 
will permit. 



END OF THE CEREMONY OF 
INITIATION. 
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erplanation of tjje jFirfl 
Cracing l&om* 

HE iifages and cuftoms 
among Mafons have ever 
correfponded with thofe 
of the ancient Egyptians, 
to which they bear a nearjaffinity; 
thefe philofophers being utiis^Uing 
to expofe their myfteries to vulgar 
eyeSj concealed their particular 
tenets and principles of polity and 
philofophy under certain hiero- 
glyphical figures^ and expreffed 
flfffir iibtiatts gdvefnfitent by 
f. ..ns and fymbolsj which they 
communicated to their Magi alone^ 
and they WP<& booiid by^csitti toever 
to reircal them. Pythagoras feems 
to ha?ee^bliflied his fyftem on a 

of a more recent date have copied 
their example. Mafonry^ however, 
ifitu^ tMf &iB^ mo^ im^ty but 
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the moft moral Inftitution that ever 
exifted, as every charafter, figure, 
and emblem depicfted in the Lodge 
has a moral tendency, and ferves to 
inculcate the practice of virtue in 
all its genuine profeflbrs. Let me 
firft direft your attention to the 
form of the Lodge, which is an 
oblong f...e, in length from E. to 
W., in breadth between N. and S., 
its depth from the furface of the 
earth to its centre, and even as high 
as the heavens. A Mafonic Lodge 
is of this vaft extent, to ftiow the 
univerfality of the fciencc, likewife 
that a Ma(bn's charity fhould know 
no bounds fave that of prudence. 

Our Lodges ftand on holy 
ground, on account of three grand 
offerings thereon made, which met 
with Divine approbation, {conjult 
Aftb Section of the Letfure^ and are 
fituated due E. and W., becaufe all 
places of Divine worfhip, as well 
as Mafons' regularly well-formed 
conftituted Lodges are, or ought to 
be, fo fituated ; for which we, as 
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Mafons, affign three reafons: ift, 
the Sun, the Glory of the Lord, 
rifes in the E. and fets in the W, ; 
2ndj Learning originated in the E., 
and from thence ^read its benign 
influence to the W. ; there is like- 
wife a third, laft, and grand reafon, I 
which is too long to be entered ' 
upon now, but which in the courfe 
of the JLe^res you will have 
xmi^f o^portumties of hearing. 

;es are fup ported by three 
great pillars^ which are Wifdom, 
Strength, and Beauty ; Wifdom 
to contrive, Strength to fupport, 
and Beauty to adorn ; Wifdom 
to condudl us in ^ our under- 
takings, Strength fd ftJppbrf us 
under all our difficulties, and 
Beauty to adorn the inward man. 
{CQnfult ^th Sexton of Leiiure.) 
Solomon^ King of Ifrael, for his 
Wifdom in building and dledicating 
the Temple at J^itfatetii ta God's 
fervice ; Hiram, King of Tyre, 
for his Strength in fuppprting 
him with men and m^xA'^^ atiS 
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Hiram AbifF, for his curious and 
mafterly workmanfhip in beauti- 
fying and adorning the fame. But 
as we have no noble orders in 
Architefture known by the names 
of Wildom, Strength, and Beauty, 
we refer them to the three moft 
celebrated, which are the Doric, 
Ionic, and Corinthian. The cover- 
ing of a Mafonic Lodge is a 
celeftial canopy of divers colours, 
even the heavens. We hope to 
arrive at the fummit by the affift- 
ance of a ladder, in Scripture called 
Jacob's ladder. {Conftilt 4/A Sec- 
tion of Le^ure.) This ladder has 
many ftaves or rounds, but there 
are three principal ones, namely, 
Faith, Hope and Charity ; Faith 
in the Great Architeft of the Uni- 
verfe, Hope in falvation, and to be 
in Charity with all men. {JConJult 
4/A Section of Le^ure,) This lad- 
der refts on the vol. of the Sacred 
Law, becaufe by the dodrines con- 
tained in that Holy Book, we are 
taught to believe in the wife dif- 
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penfations of Divine Providence, 
which belief ftreagchens pur faith, 
and enables us to afccnd the firft 
ftep; this faith naturally creates 
in us a hope of becoming partakers 
of fome of the blefled promifes 
therein contained, which hope en- 
ables us to afcend the fecond ftcp, 
feat ihethird and laft being Charity, 
comprehends the whole, and the 
Mafon who is in pofTelfion of this 
virtue m its tnoft ample fenfe^ may 
be jaftly deemed to have arrived 
at the fummit of Mafonry ; figu- 
ratively fpeakingj an ethereal man- 
fionj veiled from mortal eyes by 
the ftarry firmament, emblemati- 
cally depifted in ot}r ]l:^(fgea[..l|i3F 
feven ftars^ which have an allufion 
to as many regularly made MafonSj 
without which number no Lodge 
15 perfect, neither can any candi- 
date be legally initiated therein, 
rhe interior of the Lodge is com- 
I)ored of Ornaments,^ Furmjiir^ 
and Jewels; the omm^i^^ibfe 
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and the indented or teflelated bor- 
der ; the Mofaic pavement is the 
beautiful flooring of the Lodge, 
the blazing ftar is the glory in the 
centre and the indented or tefle- 
lated border is the flcirtwork round 
the fame. {Confult ^th Section of 
Le^ure.) The furniture of the 
Lodge are the volume of the Sacred 
Law, the Compafles, and Square ; 
the Sacred Writings are to rule 
and govern our faith, and on them 
we 0...i...e our candidates for 
Freemafonry, fo are the Compafles 
and Square when united, to regu- 
late our lives and aftions. 

The Sacred Writings are de- 
rived from God to man in gene- 
ral, the Compafl"es belong to the 
Grand Matter in particular, and 
the Square to the whole craft. 
The volume of the Sacred Law i^ 
derived from God to man in gene- 
ral, becaufe the Almighty has been 
pleafed to reveal more of his Di- 
vine will in that Holy Book than 
he has by any other means ; the 
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Compafles belong to the Grand 
Matter, becaufe that being the 
chief inftrument made ufe of in 
the formation of all architedural 
plans and defigns, is appropriated 
to the Grand Matter in particu- 
lar, as an emblem of his dignity, 
he being the chief head and ruler 
of the craft; and the craft being 
O . . . i . . .d within the S . . .e, are con- 
fequently bound to aft thereon. 

The movable Jewels are the 
Square, Levels and Plumb Rule, 
The Square is to try and adjuft all 
reftangular corners of buildings, 
and affift in bringing rude matter 
in due form; the Level to lay 
levels and prove horizontals \ and 
the Plumb Rule to try and adjuft 
all uprights while fixing on their 
proper bafis. They have likewife 
a moral tendency {conjult ^th Jec- 
tion of Le^ure), They arc called 
movable Jewels^ becaufe they are 
worn by the Matter and his War- 
densj and are transferable to their 
fucceflbrs #it nfgbtl of inftalla- 
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tion. The immovable Jewels arc 
the Tracing Boat4j the Rough and 
Perfed: Alhlkrs. The Tracing 

Board is for the M after to lay lines 
and draw defigns on ; the Rough 
Afhlar is for the E, A. to work, 
mark, and indent on ; and the Per- 
fect Afhlar is for the more expert 
workman to try and adjuft his 
Jewels on . ( Co^iftdt ^th JeiHdn of 
the LeSiure.) They are called im- 
movable Jewels^ &ecatffe Sfliifey fi^ 
open in the Lodge for^eif!^ 
ren to moralize on. 

In all regular wdl fotiiied con- 
ftituted Lodges, there is a point 
within a c...,,*e round which a 
Mafon cannot err ; this c , . . .c is 
bounded between North and South 
by two grand parallel lines, the one 
reprefetiting Mofes^ the other King 
Solomon ; on the npper pnrt of the 
c,...,.e refts the voJume of the 
Sacred Law^ which contain tlic 
laws of tl\e prophets and fupports 
Jacobs ladder; and were We as 
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and as adherent to the doftrines 
therein contained, as thofe two 
grand parallels^ it would bring us 
to Htm who will not deceive us, 
neither will he fufFer deception. 

In traverfing this c e, we muft 

of neceffity touch on both thofe 
parallel lines, as well as the vo- 
lume of the Sacred Law ; and 
while a Mafon keeps himfelf thus 
circumfcribe4» ^ |s imppffible ke 
can em 

Lewis denotes (Irength, and is 
here depided by certain pieces of 
metal dovetailed into a ftone^ 
which forins a cramp, and enables 
the operative Mafon to raife great 
weights to certain heigh tSj while 
fixing them on their proper bafis, 
without which convenience he 
eoiilci hdt fe cafily dch. 
like wife denotes the fon of a Ma- 
fon, whpfe duty it is to be^ the 

his parents, by reafon of their great 
agCj ought to be exempt from \ to 
^ft tfaeni in time of heed^-^ fb a§ to 
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render the clofe of their days happy 
and comfortable ; he has the privi- 
lege, for rodmng,tobem9de« Ma- 

fon, before any^faE?f^,|)efjroflj how- 
ever dignified. 

Pendant to the four corners 
are four t^^lTels^ which rcprefent 
the four cardinal virtues, namely, 
Tempenmce, Fortitude, Prudence 
and Juftice. The diftinguifhing 
charailcriftics of every free and ac- 
cepted M afon, are Virtue, Honour, 
and Mercy, the whole of which, 
tradition informsus, werepraftifed 
in ail eminenf 4e!g!W?% 

W:^^ THE FIRST T^i^10mm 






W. M, {n Can,} 
AVING paffed through 
the ceremony of your 
initiEtion^ allow me to 
congratulate you on 
being admitted a member of our 
ancient and honourable Society; 
Lincient no doubt it iSj having fub- 
fiftcd from time immemorialji and 
Itt^©utrf[^fe ft fntrft lie'aiteow- 
ledged to be, as by a natural ten- 
dency it conduces to make all 
thde T6 -wfo 6m rilifeaietii td its 
precepts ; indeed, no Inftitution 
can boaft a more folid foundation 
than that on which Freemafonry 
refts, the pradice of every moral 
and fbcial virtue^ and to fo high 
an eminence has its credit fe™ 
advanced, that in everv age mo- 
narchs themfeives have been pro- 





76 The PerfeB Ceremonies 

thought it derogatory to their 
dignity to exchange the Sceptre 
for the Trowel, have patronifed 
our myfteries, m 
our gffemblics. 

M Freemafonj I would firft 
recommend to your moft feriom 
cpntenijpbtion the volume of the 
S^ctea liw, charging you to con- 
fider it as the unerring ftandard 
of truth and jufticei txi regulate 
your anions by the DMhfe pre- 
cepts it contains, therein you will 
be taught the important duties 
you owe to God, your neighbour, 
and to yourfelf To God, by 
never mentiomng His name but 
witti diat mt aticf i^m^cewhich 
are due from the creature to his 
Creator, by imploring His aid in 
all your lawftllindertakings, and 
by looking up to Him on eVery 
emergency for comfort and fup- 
port. 

To your neighbour, by afting 
with him on the fcjuare, by ren- 
derifSf Mm every feiiid afflt:^ ^hkh 
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juftice or mercy may rcquine, by 
relieving his neceflities and footh- 
ing his affli(5tionSj and by doing 
unto him, as in fimllar ^fes ybd 
would wifli he would do unto you, 

And to yourfelf, by fuch a pru- 
dent and'-iteH regulated courfe of 
difcipline as may beft conduce to 
the prefervation of your corporeal 
and mental faculties in their UiHeft 
energy, thereby enabling you to 
exercife thofe talents wherewith 
God has bleffed you^ as well to 
His Glory as the welfare ^i fsm 
fellow-creatures. 

As a citizen of die world, I am 
next to enjoin you to be ex- 
emplary in the difchargc of your 
civil dutiesj by never propofing, 
or at all countenancing, any aft 
which may have a tendency to 
fubvert the peace and good order 
of fotdetj^ by pW^S pl^edi- 

may for a time become the place 
of your refidence^ or afford you its 
protfiftion; m& ifebte all^ by 
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never lofing fight of the alleg^ioe 
due to the fovercign of your native 
land, ever remembering that nature 
has implanted in your breaft a 
facred and indiflblubk att^dirxient 
tmm^w tJnil t#Wtf^ W^^f^d you 
derived yout Mufe mi infent 
nurture* 

As an I'lslli^diml, I ijSfdttH fur- 
ther recommend the prai5tice of 
every domeftic as well as public 
y\rtm: Let Pradcnce direft you, 
Temperance chaften you, Forti- 
tude fupport youj and Juftice be 
the guide of all your aiSions. Be 
efpeciiilly careful to maintain in 
their fuileft fplendour, thofe truly 
Mafonic ornaments which have 
been fo amply illuftrated, n 
Benevolence and Charity, 

Still^'ltewei^, as a Freemafon, 
there are other excellencies of cha- 
ra<5ter to which your attention may 
be peculiarly and forcibly direiSted^ 
amqngft the fore m oft of thefe are 
S<JCr*!Cy, Fidelity, and Obedience; 
S^cr^f i^Qjififts in an iovlciklile 
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adhewaieil to the 0*..i-,ft f£iu 

have entered into, never impro- 
perly to diiclofe any of thofe Ma- 
fonic fccrets which have now beenj 
or may at any future time he, m- 
trufted to your keepings and 
cautioufly to avoid all- occalions 
which may inadi^ertclitly lead jfoti 
fo to do. 

Your Fidelity muft be cxempli- 
fi^ ^ a dofc conformity to the 
COftftftatidns of tiie fi^tcrnity, by 
adhering to theaticient landmarks 
of the Order j by never attempting 
to extort, or otherwlfe unduly ob- 
tainj the fecrets of a fuperior de- 
gree^ and by refraining to recom- 
trifefi^ any one to a participatrtm of 
our fecrets J unlefs yon have ftrong 
grounds to believe that by a fimi- 
far fiJfefity he mil tiltimiii^ly^te^ 
fle<?l: honour on our choice. So 
mufl: your obedience be proved by 
a IffiJ^ bMifm^ce of our la«^s:ij5d 
regulations, by a prompt attention 
to all and furainonfeSj by 

rtiodeft flftd idffeSI^ demeanour 




I' 
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whi'e in the Lodge^ by abftainitig 
from every ftipic of religious or 
polttieil dHcuj^m^ hj a ready 

acquiefcence in all votes and re- 
(blutioDS dgJjrjiaffed by a majority 
of the brethrett, by a perfeft'fitti- 

miffion to the will of the W, 
Mafter and his Wardens^ while 
ading in tte difehtrgi tfeft- f^- 

fpeftive offices. 

And as a laft general recom- 
mendation for your cotidttft, 1^ 
me exhort you to d- dicate yoiirfelf 
to fuch purfuits as may enable you 
to become refpeftable in life^ ufeful 
to mankind, and an ornament to 
the fociucy of which you have this 
day become a member, Thzt you 
will more tfpccially ftudy fuch of 
the liberal arts and fciences as may 
lie #ithil7 the compafs of your at- 
tainment, and without negleding 
the ordinary duties of your rtation, 
you will feel yourfclf called on to 
make a daily advancerneiit i|i Ma- 
fonic knowledge. 

Stmt the very ctem^ii&bie 
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attention you appear to have given 
to this charge, I am led to hope 
that you will duly appreciate the 
value of Freemafonry, and imprint 
indelibly on your heart, the facred 
diftates of Truth, of Honour, and 
of Virtue. 

END OF THE CHARGE, 
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Ceremony of i^aifing to ttt 
©econD Degree. 

HE Lodge is open in the 
firft Degree, and the W. 
M. addreffes the breth- 
ren, (fee pages from 31 to 27 inclu- 
Jive). The Candidate retires to be 
prepared, and the Lodge is then 
opened in the fecond Degree. 
When the Candidate is ready, the 
Tyler gives the k...s of the firft 
Degree, the I. G. advances to- 
wards the J. W. with the f. . .p and 
f...n, and fays. There is a report ; 
the J. W. rifes, gives one k...k 
{no J,..n)y and reports the fame to 
the W. M. 

W. M.— Br. J. W. you will 
inquire who wants admiffion. 

J. W.— Br. I. G. you will fee 
who wants admiffion. 

The I. G. opens the door, and 
alks the Tyler who has been there. 






34 TfiC Ptrfed Ceremanm 

T^icr.— Br. A. B., who has 
been regularly initiated into Free- 
mafonry, and who has made fuch 
progrefs a9 lie hop^ will entitle 
him to be pafled to the fecond 
Degree, for which ceremony he 
comes properly prepared. 

L G, — How does lie hojpe to 
obtain thofe privileges f 

Tyler, — By the help of God, 
the affiftaiico c»f tbe S««.e aod the 

The Candidate gives the p.,.s 
w*..d to the I. G,, who clofes the 
door, and makes the fame report 
to the W. M, 

W, M. — We acknowledge the 
propriety of the aid by whidi he 
feeks it, do you Er. I. G. vouch 
that he is in pofleflion of the p.*.5 
w.,.d? 

L G.— I do, W. M. 

W, M. -Then let him be ad- 
mitted in due form. 

W, M.— Calls the Deacons, 
they ^o to the door, the S. takes 




} 




M^^my* «s 

with Us Wti tfic J, D. on the 

other fide, they lead him gently to 
the left of the S, W, and the 
S. D. direfSb Mm to adyattce i£9 

a MafoOj he then applies the ex- 
ternal angle of thef. ..e to his b..,tj | 
and raifes it above his head, that 
the W^M^ m%f &§ im hm 
fo. 

W. M.— Let the candidate 
k...i while the blefling of Heaven 
Is invoked In aid of our pro- 

'Prayer, 

We fupplicate the continuance 
of Thine aid, O merciful Lord^ 
on behalf of oiirfelves and him 
who k...ls before Thee^ may the 
work thus begun in Thy name, be 
continued to Thy Glory, and ever- 
more eftablifhed in us, by obe- 
dience to Thy Divine precepts, 
P, M. S,p i&Qte it 



m^^htt the Can. rifk 
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The S. D. takes him by the right 
hand, and gently leads him once 
round the Lodge, as follows — he 
diredts him to falute the W. M. 
as a Mafon, he then advances to 
the J. W. as fuch, ihowing the 
f. . . n and communicating the t . . . n 
and w...d. He then falutes the 
S. W., (landing on his right fide, 
after which he is taken to the left. 

W. M.— The Brethren will take 
notice that Br. A, B., who has been 
regularly initiated into Mafonry, 
is now about to pafs in view be- 
fore them, to fhow that he is a 
Can. properly prepared to be 
pafled to the Second Degree. 

The Can. is again led round, he 
falutes the W. M. and J. W. as a 
mafon, advances to the S. W. as 
fuch, he is told by the S. D. to 
(how the f...n and communicate 
the p...s g...p he received from 
the W. M. previous to leaving 
the Lodge. 

The S. D. takes him to .the 
other £de af tty^ S*. W,,, who pre- 
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fetits him to the W. M. as follows 

— W. M, {rifes and gives the f^.M 
of fidelity) I prefect to you Br. A. 
fi, as a Can. properly prepared te 
he pafTed to the Second Degree. 

W. M.— You will dired: the 
Sm to inftrui^l the Can. to ad- 
vance to the E. by the proper f. - .s. 

S. W. (Ti S, D.)~lt is the 
W, Matter's command l^ou 
inftrudt the Can. to advatJ^^tltJ^the 
Pedeftal in due form, 

W. M, {To Can,)~^T. A. B. 
as the f,.,s of each Degree are to 
be kept feparate arid diiKnft, 
another o...i...n will be required 
of youj in tcmj refpedte &m\l^ to 
the? feimer; ^ 
jeftion to tafei^f 

Can.— I have not 

W, M, — Then you will k...l 
on your r...t k...e, place your 
r. . . t h. . .d on the vol* of the Sacred 
Law, while yoiiP lL*,t t,iM wifi 
be fupportcd on the S...e, you 
will ftate your names at lejigthj 
and repeat affesr iiie : 
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Obligation. 

I, A. B., in the prefence of the 
Grand Geometrician of the Uni- 
verfe, and this worth jr and worfliip- 
ful Lodge of Fellow-Craft Free- 
mafons, regularly held, aflembled, 
and properly dedicated, of my own 
free will and accord, do hereby and 
hereon moft folemnly fwear that 
I will always hele, conceal, and 
never reveal any of the f...ns and 
myfteries of or belonging to the 
Second Degree of Freemafonry, 
denominated the F. Craft, to him 
who is only an E. A., any more 
than I would either of them to 
the uninitiated or popular world 
who are not Mafons; I further 
folemnly promife to aft as a true 
and faithful craftfman, to anfwer 
f...ns,obey fummonfes, and main- 
tain the principles inculcated in 
the former degree ; all thefe feve- 
ral points I folemnly fwear to ob- 
ferve without evafion, equivoca- 
tion, or mental refervation of any 
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kind, under the no lefs penalty, 
on the violation of any of them, 
than that of having my 1 . . . t b. . .t, 
etc. So help me Almighty God, 
and keep me fteadfaft in this my, 
etc. 

The S. D. removes the S...e. 

W. M. {continues^ — As a 
pledge of your fidelity, and to 
render this a folemn 0...i...n, 
equally binding with the former, 
I call on you to falute the vol. of 
the Sacred Law t...e with your 
1...S. Your progrefs in Mafonry 
is marked by the pofition of the 
S...e and C...f...s. When you 
were made an E. A. Freemafon, 
both p...swere hid, in this degree 
one is difclofed, implying that you 
are now midway in Freemafonry, 
fuperior to an E. A., but inferior 
to that which will hereafter be 
communicated to you {takes him 
by the r..,t h.,,d)^ rife newly 
0...i...d Fellow Craft. Having 
taken the 0...i...n of a F. C, I 
fhall now proceed to entruft you 
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with the f...iis of this degree, you 
will therefore advance to me as a 
Maibn (which he does)y you will 
DOW take another (hort p...e with 
yoor I...t f...tand bring the r...t 
h...I into the h...w as before, that 
is the fecond regular f...p in Free- 
mafenry, and it is in th^ pofition 
the f...ns of this D^ree are com- 
municated. They confift, as in the 
former inftance, of a f...n, t...n, 
and w...d, with this difierence, 
that the f...n in this degree is 
y three-fold. This is called the f . . . n 
^ of fidelity {gives emblematically 
to flueld the repofitory of your 
f...ns from the attacks of the in- 
fidious. Tlusistheh...l...g f...n 
or f...n of perfeverance {gives it) 
(aid to be made ufe of by J. ..a 
when fighting the battles of the 
Lord, in the valley of Jehoftiaphat. 
It was in this pofition he prayed 
fervently that the Almighty would 
continue the light of day, that he 
might complete the overthrow of 
his enemies ; this is the p. . .1 f. . .n 
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(gives if) J which alludes to the 
p,,J-..y of your 0...i...nj that 
you'^tild rather etc, than im- 
properly difclofe the f...ns of this 

de^c, Tk^ g'*,*P ^ 
dim»# preittf^, ietc, this g...p 
demands a w^.^d^ a w...d that you 
are to obferve as much caution 
wiih ifi-Mie me In tfte former de- 
gree, you are never to give it but 
byj etc. ; it is called J...n; as in 
the courfe of the ceremony you 
will be called on for this w. . .d, the 
S. D, will now di(5tate the anfwers 
you are to give. 

The examination is the f^me as 
in the firft degree (Jee p, 55), this 
word is derived from* tfee t*<*% 
hand p...rat the p...h,.<y or en* 
trance to K..,g S...n's T„.e, fo 
named after J..-n, the afliftant i 
High Prieft^ who officiated at its 
dedication; the import of the 
m.#^4 is to e.„b,..h, and when 
conjoined to the one in the former 
Degree, denotes f „ a , . .y , for God 
m m ^.li will I ea^B&^is 
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mine houfe to ftand firm for ever. 
(Pajs J.,.n.) 

TheS. W. takes the r..,t h...d 
of the Can. rifcs with the f. . . n, and 
fays, W. M. I prefent to you Br. 
A. B., on his being pafled to the 
Second Degree, for fome further 
marks of your favour. 

W. M. — I delegate you to 
inveft our Br. with the diftin- 
guifhing b...e of a F. C. Free- 
mafon. 

S. W. {to Can.)—Ey the W. 
Matter's command, I inveft you 
with the diftinguifhing b...e of a 
F. C. Freemafon, to mark the 

!)rogre{s you have made in the 
cience. 

W. M. (Jo Can.)— I muft ftate 
that the b...e with which you 
have been invefted, points out 
to you that, as a Craftfman, you 
are expefted to make the liberal 
arts and fciences your future 
ftudy, that you may the better 
be enabled to discharge your 
duty as a Mafon, and eftimate 
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the wonderful works of the Al- 
mighty. 

W. M. {to S. 2).)-You will 
now place the Br. at the S. E. 
part of the Lodge. 

W. M. {to G?».)— Mafonry 
being a progreffive fcience, when 
you were made an E. A. Free- 
mafon you were placed at the 
N.E. part of the Lodge to fhow 
that you were newly admitted, you 
are now placed at the S.E. part, to 
mark the progrefs you have made 
in the fcience ; you now (land, to 
all appearance, a juft and upright 
F. C. Freemafon,and I give it you 
in ftrong terms of recommenda- 
tion ever to continue and adt as 
fuch, and as I truft the import of 
the former charge neither has been, 
or ever will be, efiaced from your 
memory, I fliall content myfelf 
with obferving, that as you have 
had an opportunity of making 
yourfelf acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of moral truth and virtue, 
you av<e mm exposed to extend 
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your refearches into the more 
hidden myfteries of nature and 
fcience. 

W, M. — I now prefcntyou the 
working tools of a F, C< Free- 
mafon, which are the S...e, L., J* 
and P...b_.e; the S...e*is to try 
and adjuft redlangular corners of 
buildings, and affift in bringing 
rude matter into due form ; the 
is to lay l,.,ls and prove 
horizontals : and the P-..b.-.e is 
to try and adjuft al! uprights^ while 
fixing them on their proper bafis. 
But as we are not all operative, 
but free and accepted or fpecula- 
tive MafonSj we apply thefe tools 
to our morali^.^^ this fenfe, the 
S..,e teaches morality, the L.^l 
equality J and the P.. -b. . .c juftncfs 
and uprightnefs of life and a£Hons. 
Thus byCe condui5tj K-.l fteps, 
and upright intentionSi we hope to 
afcend to thofe immortal manfions, 
from whence all gopdnefs emanates. 
You now at liberty to pedre, 
in otder to reftore yourfelf to fpir 
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T the btiilding of King 
Solomon'^ temple^ a vaft 
iiiimbef of Artificers 
were em ployed J co n fi ft ing of F, A, 
and F, Crafts ; the E, A. received 
their weekly allowattce 5f Gwri, 
Wine> and Oil ; the F. C. received 
theirs in fpecie,and went to receive 
them in the middle chamber of 
King Solomon's temple ; they got 
there by way of a porchj at the 
entrance of which their attention 
was particularly arreftcd by two 
great pillars, that on the i*..t was 

called wIlic}lii^iidr^S.;^i,.h, 

that on the r t was called 

which denotes to eftabliftij and 
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faid " In my {..M will I e&iibltfti 
this mine houfe to ftand firm for 
ever/* Thofe pi Ikrs wer« 3 5 cubits 
highj In circumference 12, m dia- 
meter ^\ they were formed hollow, 
th€lt^6^t W^N^ aif areltives to 
Mafonry, for therein were depo- 
fi ted their conftitutional rolls i their 
outer rim or fhell wts four inches 
or a hand's breadth, and made of 
niohen or caft brafs; they were 
cafl: on the plains of the JordftOj 
in the clay grounds between Suc- 
coth and Zeredatha, where King 
Solomon ordered thofe and all his 
holy vefTcls to be caft. The fu- 
perintendent of the cafting of 
them was H,.,m A,„fF the widow's 
fon of T. . ,e. They were adorned 
with two chapiters, 5 cubits each^ 
and enriched with net workj 
lily work, and pomegranates; net 
work^ from the connedtion of its 
meftics, denotes unity I lily work, 
from its whitefiefs, peace | and 
pomegranaceSj frpm the eKubar- 
ance of tibeir feed| denote pleinf^. 
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There were two rows of pome- 
granates on each chapiter, one 
hundred in a row, they were fur- 
ther adorned with two fpherical 
balls, on which were delineated 
maps of the celeftial and terreftrial 
globes, which point out to us 
Mafonry as being univerfal, and 
confidered finifhed when the net 
work or canopy was thrown over 
them. They were placed at en- 
trance of the Temple, as a memo- 
rial to the children of Ifrael of the 
happy deliverance of their fore- 
fathers from their Egyptian bond- 
age, and in commemoration of the 
pillars of fire and cloud ; King 
Solomon ordered them to be placed 
at the entrance of the Temple, as 
the moft proper and confpicuous 
part, that the children of Ifrael 
might have that happy event con- 
tinually before their eyes, in going 
to and returning from Divine wor- 
(hip. After pafling thofe two great 
pillars, they arrived at the foot of 
a winding ftaircafe, when their 











afcent was oppofcd by the ancient 
J. W., who demanded of our 
brethren the p.,.s w...d of a F. C. 
S.*,o,..h denotes plenty, atid is 
depided in a F* C. Lodge by an 
ear of c..,n near a fail of water 
{conjuk ihe fe^im if ihe 2ml 
Le^ure); after coovindng him, 
he faid Pafs, S,**o**.hj he then 
pafTed up the winding ftaircafe, 
confifting of 5, 7^ or more 
r,.ps; 3 to rale a Lodge, 5 to 
hold a Lodge, 7 or more to make 
it perfed: ; the 3 that rule a Lodge 
are the W. M. and his two War- 
dens ; the 5 that hold a Lodge 
are the W. M.^ 2 wardens, and 
2 F, C. ; the 7 that make it per- 
icd arc a E, A. added to the 
former number- 5 rule a Lodge^ 
beeanfe at fedlHtng King 
Solomon's Temple there were but 
J Grand Matters who bore fway, 
vi5£. , B6l6iiidii?j Ktft^^f Ifrael, IL , 
KingQfT,,-e, and H.,.m A...ff. 
5 hold a LodgCj in aliufion to tlic 
5 noble Orders in ArcMtlaSat*, 
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which are the Tufcan, Doric, 
Ionic, Corinthian, and Compofite ; 
7 or more make it perfeft, becaufe 
King Solomon was 7 years and 
upwards in building and dedicat- 
ing the Temple at Jerufalem to 
God's fervice ; they likewife allude 
to the 7 liberal arts and fciences. 
When our brethren gained the 
fummit of thellaircafe, they arrived 
at the door of the middle chamber 
of the Temple, which they found 
open, but properly tyled by the 
ancient S. W., who demanded of 
them the f...n t...n and w...d of 
a F. C, after giving thefe con- 
vincing proofs, he faid, P...sJ...n, 
they then paflTed into the middle 
chamber to receive their wages, 
which they did without fcruple or 
diffidence. When they were in 
the middle chamber, their atten- 
tion was particularly arretted by 
certain Hebrew charadlers which 
are now depidled in a F. C. Lodge 
by the letter G, denoting God, the 
Grand Geometrician of the Uni- 
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Ceremony of Hatfing to the 
CftirD Degree. 

HE Lodge is open in 
the Second Degree, the 

1 W. M. addrefles the 

Brethren and examines the Can. 
(fee page 35) ; he then retires to 
be prepared, and the Lodge is 
then opened in the Third Degree. 
When the Can. is ready, the Tyler 
reports in the Second Degree ; on 
hearing it the I. G. advances to 
the J. W. with the p...l f...n of 
a M. M. and fays there is a report, 
the J. W. rifes with the f...n but 
no k...k, and reports the fame to 
the W. M. 

W. M. {to y. IV.)— You will 
inquire who wants admiffion. 

The J. W. tells the L G. to fee 
who wants admiffion. 
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The L G. opens the door^ and 
a(ks the Tyler whom he has there* 

Tyler (/5ZG.)^Br. A. B., who 
has been regaWly initiated into 
Freemafonry^ pkW^ thc Second 
Degree, and has Siade Tucfi pro- 
grefs as he hopes will recommend 
hijn to be raifed to the fublime 
degree of a M,, for ivhich cere- 
mony he comes properly prepared, 

I. G. (/^ 3)f/^r,)— How does he 
hope to obtaiif tfnale privrleges ? 

rylcr {to L G.) — By the help 
of God, the united aid of the f..,e 
and c,,,p,;.S, #ie tHSflicfif df 
a p,..s w. ..d- 

The I. G. demands of the Can* 
the p „ .s g„ .p and , . d, Wliich 
he gives him. 

The L G. clofes the door, 
advances one pace towards the 
W. M., and makes the fame report 
to him that he has received- from 
the Tyler. 

W. iVl. — We acknowledge the 
powerful aid by which he feeks 

to giutL ^miflion, fir. 





I, vouch that he is in pofleflion 

t a--I dd, W, M, {Having 
received it from the Can.) 

yf ^ M,— Then let him be ad- 
mitted m dtte form ; he calls the 
two Deacons^ the S. takes the 
right fide; they lead him to the 
K..t of the S; W. and direa him 
to advance towards the W, M., 
firft as an E, A.^ and tfeqi .as t 

TheS. D. now applies ake,|f,,.t 
of the c.„p,..s to both bvivS, tod 
rai ies them above life ftj^ (hat 
the 'n.M.^M^h^ M^ 

M,— Let the Can. kneel^ 
while the blcflrng of Heaven is 
invoked in aid of our proceedings. 

Almighty and Eternal God ! 
Architedl and Ruler of the Qni 1 
verfe, « Wfc^ jei^ve fiat ail 



we, the 
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frair creatures of Thy providence, 
humbly implore Thee to pour 
down on this convocation aflem- 
bled in Thy Holy name, the con- 
tinual dew of Thy blefTmg. More 
efpecially we befeech Thee to im- 
part Thy grace to this Thy fer- 
vant, who now feeks to partake 
with us the myfterious f...ns of a 
M. M. Endue him with fuch 
fortitude that in the hour of trial 
he fail not, but paffing fafely 
under Thy proteftion, through 
the valley of the (hadow of death, 
may finally arife from the tomb 
of tranfgreffion, to ftiine as the 
ftars for ever and ever. (P. M, 
So mote it be.) 

W. M. — Let the Can. rife. 

The Deacons gently lead him 
three times round the Lodge, as 
follows — the firft time he falutes 
the W. M. and J. W. as a Mafon, 
advances to the S. W. as fuch, 
Ihowing the f...n, and commu- 
nicating the t. . .n and w. . .d. The 
fecond time he falutes the W. M. 
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and J, W, as a F. advances 
to the S. W, as fuchj fhowing the 
f...n and communicating the "t...n 
and w..,d. He is then brought 
round to the ]..,t of the S. W. 

W, M.— Tile Bretliren will 
take notice that Br. A, B., who 
has been regularly initiated into 
Freemafonry, paffed to the degree 
of a Fellow Crafty is now about 
to pafs in view before them to 
fli w that he is a Can. properly 
prepared to be raifed to the fpi^- 
lime degree of a M. M, 

In going round the diSrd time, 
he falutes the W, M. and J, W. 
as a F. C, advances to the S- W. 
as fiich, ftiowing the and 
communicating the p,„sg...p and 
p...s w,,,d he received from the 
VV. M. previous to leaving the 
L.odgc. 

rhe S- rifesj takes the r..,t 
hand of the Can. and prefents him 
as follows {penal J\.m) W. 
I _prefent to you Br. A. B, as a 
Can* liropetly pt%|^at^ ta be 
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raifed to the fublime degree of a 
M. M. 

W. M. {fo S. fF.)—You will 
direft the Deacons to inftruft the 
Can. to advance to the E. by the 
proper f...ps. 

S. W. {to the Deacons.)— It is 
the W. M.'s command that you 
inftruft the Can. to advance to the 
Pedeftal in due form. 

The S. D. ftands oppofite the 
W. M. and ftates that the method 
of advancing from W. to E. is 
by f. . .n f. . .8, the fir ft, fecond, and 
third are emblematic of ftepping 
over a g...e, the other four are 
regular, he then goes through 
them, and after placing the Can. 
in the proper pofition, teaches him 
to do likewife. 

W. M. {to Can,)— It Is but fair 
to inform you that a moft ferious 
and folemn 0...i...n, as well as a 
greater trial of your fortitude and 
fidelity, now awaits you ; are you 
therefore prepared to meet them 
as you ought ? 
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♦ 

Can. — I am. 

W, M. — Then you will k...l 
on both k...s, place your h...s on 
the vol. of the Sacred Law, ftate 
your feveral names at length, and 
repeat after me — 

Obligation. 

I, A. B., in the prefence of the 
Moft High, and this worthy and 
worfhipful Lodge of M. M., re- 
gularly held and properly dedi- 
cated, of my own free will and 
accord, do hereby and hereon moft 
folemnly and fincerely promife and 
fwear, that I will always hele, con- 
ceal, and never improperly reveal 
any or either of the fecrets or 
myfteries of or belonging to the 
Third Degree, to anyone in the 
world, except it be to him or them 
to whom the fame may juftly and 
lawfully belong ; and not even to 
him or them, until after due trial, 
ftria examination, or a full con- 
viftion that he or they are worthy 










iio The PerfeSi Ceremonies 

of that confidence, or in the body 
of a M. Mafons Lodge, duly 
opened on the c...e. I further 
folemnly engage myfelf to adhere 
to the principles of the f...e and 
c...f...s, to anfwer and obey all 
lawful f...nsand fummonfes fent 
to me from a M. M's Lx>dge if 
within the length of my c...e 
t...w, and to plead no excufe 
thereto but that of ficknefs or the 
prefling emergency of my own 
public or private avocations. I 
further folemnly pledge myfelf to 
maintain and uphold the five p...s 
of f...w...p in aft as well as in 
word, that my h...d given to a 
M. M. lhall be a fure pledge of 
brotherhood, that my f...t fliall 
traverfe through dangers and diffi- 
culties to unite with his in form- 
ing a column of mutual defence 
and fupport, that the pofture of 
my daily fupplications fhall remind 
me of his wants, and difpofe my 
heart to fuccour his weaknefs and 
relieve his neceffities, as far as may 
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fairly be done without detriment 
to myfelf or connexions; that my 
breaft (hall be the facred repofitory 
of his fecrets when entrufted to 
my care as fuch, murder, treafon, 
felony, and all other olFences con- 
trary to the laws of God and the 
ordinances of the realm being at 
all times efpecially excepted; and 
finally, that I will maintain a 
M. M.'s honour and carefully pre- 
ferve it as my own, that I will not 
injure him myfelf, nor knowingly 
fufFer it to be fo done by others, if 
in my power to prevent it ; but 
on the contrary, will boldly repel 
the flanderer of his good name, 
and moft ftriftly refpeft the chaf- 
tity of thofe neareft and deareft 
to him, in the perfons of his wife, 
his fitter, and his child. Thefe 
feveral points I folemnly fwear to 
obferve, without evafion, equivo- 
cation, or mental refervation of 
any kind, under no lefe penalty 
on the violation of either of them, 
than that of being, etc. 
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W. M. (/^ Can^ — As a pledge 
of your fidelity, and to render this 
a folemn 0...i...n, binding for fo 
long as you Aiall live, I call on 
you to feal it with your l...s three 
times on the vol. of the Sacred 
Law. 

W. M. {to Can.) — Let me once 
more direft your attention to the 
pofition of the f...e andc...p...s; 
when you were made an E. A. 
both p...s were hid, in the Second 
Degree one was difclofed, in this 
the whole are exhibited, implying 
that you are now at liberty to 
work with both thefe p...s, to 
render the circle of your Mafonic 
duties complete, (^takes him by 
both h,.,s) rife, therefore, newly 
0...i...d M. M- 
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AVING taken the great 
and folemn O...K..n of 
a M. M,j you have now 
a right to demand of me the I all 
and greateft trial, by which alone 
you can be admitted to a partici- 
pation in the fecrets of a M. M, 
but It is firft my duty to call your 
attention to a retrofped of thofe 
degrees through which you have 
already pafTed, by which you will 
be the better enabled to diftin- 
gulfh and appreciate the connec- 
tion of our whole fyftem, and the 
relative dependency of its feveral 
parts. Your admiflion among 
Mafons in a ftate of helplefs in- 
digence, was an emblematical re- 
preferitation of the entrance of all 
men on this their mortal exiftence; 
it inculcated the ufeful leflbns of 
natural equahty and mutual de- 
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pendence, it inftruded you in the 
aftiv e principles of univerfal bene- 
ficence and charity, to feek the 
folace of your own diftrefsj by ex- 
tending relief and qonfolation to 
your fellow-creatiirei ifl the hoar 
of their aflSidion ; but above all^ 
it taught you to bend with humi- 
lity and refignation to the will of 
the Great Architeft of the Uni- 
verfe, afid dedicate your heart, 
thus purified flofe wery baneftd 
and malignant pafTionj and fitted 
only for the reception of truth 
and wifdom, to His Glory, as 
well as thegfifjijL 0f f^m S^m- 
creatures* 

jhNaGe©3t% biiwards^ and ftill 
guiding your fteps by the prin- 
ciples of moral truth, you were 
lediw tiie S^llllld Degree to con- 
template theittelle(ftunl faculties, 
and trace thbm from their develop- 
ment through the paths of Hea- 
venly fcicnce^ even to the throne 
of God himfelf. The fecrets of 
nature iliyiiiift ^t«Sp*e»af ttitd- 
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leftual truth were then unveiled 
to your view. To your mindj 
thus modelled by virtue and fci- 
ence, nature however prefents one 
great and ufeful leflbn mortj fhe 
prepares you, by contemplation^ 
for the clofmg hour of your ex- 
iftence, and when, by means of 
that contemplation, Ihe has con- 
duced you through the intricate 
windings of this mortal ftate^ flie 
finally inftrufts you how to die. 

Such, my brother, is the pecu- 
liar objed of the third degree in 
Mafonry ; it invites you to refledt 
on this awful fubjeftj and teaches 
you to feel that to the juft and 
virtuous man death has no terrors 
equal to the ftain of falfehood and 
difhonour ; of this great truth the 
annals of Free mafonry afford us a 
glorious example in the unfhaken 
fidelity and noble death of onr 
Mafter, H..,m A..,ff, who was 
C.n juft at the completion of 
K...g S..,o...n*s Temple, at the 
conftru6lion of which he was (as 
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I have no doubt you are already 
aware.) the principal Architect ; 
the man tier of his death was as 
follows ; — 

Fifteen F.,.w C,..s, of 
fuperior clafs of workmen 
were appointed to prefide 
the reft, feeing that the Temple 
was nearly finifhed, and that they 
were not in poflTeffion of the f.. .ns 
of the third degree, confpired to- 
gether to obtain them by any 
means, and even to have recourfe 
to violence ; on the eve of carry- 
ing their fcheme into execution^ 
twelve of them recanted, but three 
of a more determined and atro- 
cious charafter than the reft ftill 
perfifted in their impious defign, 
in the profecution of which, they 
placed themfelves refpe£tively at 
the N» E, and entrances of the 
Temple^ whither our M, H.,.m 
had retired to offer up his prayers 
to the MOST HIGH, as was 
his wonted cuftom at the hour of 
high twelve. His devotions being 
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ended, he attempted to return by 
the S. door, where he was accoftcd 
by the firft of tliofe ruffian Sj who 
mt want of othei' Weapons, had 
armed himfcif with a heavy p-..b 
r,,.e^ and in a threatening manner 
demanded of him the f ,,ns of a 
M. M., warning him that death 
would be the confequence of a 
rcfufal ; bat our M. H., true to 
his 0-,.i...nj anfwered that tliofc 
Cns were known to but t,.*c in 

fent of the other t,,.Oj he neither 
could nor would divulge tbem^ 

that diligence and patience woiild 
in due time entitle the worthy 
Maibn to £1 participation of them, 
but for himfelf he would rather 
fuffer death than betray the ft c red 
truft repofed in him. This anfwer 
not proving fatisfadory^ the ruf- 
fian aimed a blow at the h...d of 
our H,, but being ftartled at 
the firmnefs of his demeanour, he 
mifled his f. but glanced 
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withfuch force on ImL..t t...e as 
to caule him to fink on his r...t 

was oppofed by the fecond ruffian, 
whom he anfwered as in the fonner 
inftance, bat with undimimfhed 
firmnefs, when the villain, who was 
armed with a l...^ At'uck him a 
l??ctfertr "^dW cm the r.y.t^...e, 
which brought him to the ground 
on the L..t k.„e. Our M. H. 
now finding all ch^titi^ ^ ^cape 
cut off at both thofe quarters, ftag- 
gered faint and bleeding to the E. 
dooTi whi^ the third ruffian was 
poftedj who received a fimilar 
reply to his infolent demand (for 
even at that trying moment our 
H, remained firm and un- 
ftiaken), when the ruffian^ who 
was armed with a heavy m*.J, 
ftruck him a violent blow on his 
f...e.„d, which laid him l...sat 
his feet. 

The brethren will take notice 
that in the recent ceremony, as 
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well as in his prefent fituation, our 
brother has been made to reprefent 
one of the brighteft charaders re- 
corded in the annals of Freema- 
fonry, namely H. A., who loft his 
life from his unfhaken fidelity to 
the truft repofed in him ; and I 
hope this will make a lafting im- 
preffion on his and your minds, 
fhould you ever be placed in a 
fimilar ftate of trial. 

W. M. {to J. /r.)— You will 
attempt to raife the reprefentative 
of our M. H. by the E. As... 
which he does, and reports {with 
p.. J /...») W. M. it proves a 
f...p. 

W. M. {to S. fF.)—Yo\i will 
try the F. Cs., which he does, and 
reports the fame. 

W. M. — Br. Ws. having both 
failed in your attempts, there yet 
remains a peculiar method, which 
is by taking a more firm hold of 

the of the and to r...e 

him on thef...ep...sof f...w...p, 
which with vour afliftance I will 
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,;^ake trial of. (/A 

11 chair from the ^— , . 
" W M ('« Can.ftandtng on hu 

^' ail M. MS. are r d from J 

dS^ com^airiQtUI Pf their former 

I *° The W. M. ftill ftanding de- 
livers the following charge. 
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|ET ^ BOW beg of you 
to obferve, that the light 

„ _ of a M, M, is but dark- 

neis vifible, ferving only to dif- 
cover that gloom which rcfts on 
the profpeft of futurity; it is that 
myfterious veil of darknefe DSfMch 
the eye of hunmn reafon cannot 
penetrate^ anlefs affifted by that 
light which :s from above ; yet 
even by this glimmering ray you 
may perceTve tfiat you ftand on the 

very brink of the g .e into 

which you have juft figprg^irely 
defcendedj and which, whefl this 
tratifitory life fhall have paiTed 
away, will again receive you into 
its cold bofom ; let tkeJG^lijjems of 
mortality which lie s^lptd you 
lead you to contemplirte j^r in- 
evitabfe aeAinyj and pide your 
refle<5tions into that nioft intereft- 
ingof all human ftudics, the know- 
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ledge of yourfelf. Be careful to 
perform your allotted talk while it 
is yet day, continue to liften to the 
voice of nature, which bears wit- 
nefs that even in this perifliable 
frame refides a vital and immortal 
principle, which infpires a holy 
confidence that the Lord of life 
will enable us to trample the king 
of terrors beneath our feet, and lift 
our eyes to that bright morning 
ftar,whofe rifing brings peace and 
falvation to the faithftil and obe- 
dient of the human race. 

W. M. — {continues.) I cannot 
better reward the attention you 
appear to have given to this Ex- 
hortation and Charge, than by im- 
mediately entrufting you with the 

f. ns of this degree. You will 

therefore advance to me as a F.C., 
firft as an E. A. (which is done) 
you will now take another fliort 
pace with your left f...t as before 
— this is the third regular f...p in 
Freemafonry, and it is in this pofi- 
tion the f. ns of this degree are 
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commilmcil^dl: they confift of 
f^.ns, t,,,ns, and w..,s; of the 
f..jis, the firA and fecond are 
cafual, and the third penal; the 
firft cafua! f.-.n is formed from 
the F, C, and is called the A-.n of 
h,..r..,r, and is given by elevating 
the r...t, etc,; the fecond cafual 
f...n is the of f.,*p.,,y, and 
is given by ftriking the f...e...d 
with theh*,-d, etc, ; then-.,l C.,ti 
is given by drawing the fi.,.d 
acrofs the b,,.y, rtc. ^ g. .. or t... 
on the firft of the firft p..., etc. 

S. W.iTofF. M)— I prefent to 
you Br, A. B,, on his being raifcd 
to the fublime degree of aM, M., 
hf iim^ ' further ifittft ttf ybnt 
favonf* 

W. M. (2> A ^*) — I de- 
legate you fp mitk m % 
with the diSi^S^febg <jf.^ 

' S, Can )— By tht W. 

Maftcr's command, I inveft you 
(pias it on) with the diftinguifti- 
ing b. . .e of a M, M. , to mark the 
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further progrefs jdli li^ftixiidb t& 
the fi:ienc£* 

W. M. {To Can.y-l miift idcl 
to what has been ftated bjr the 
S, W*, that the b..*e with which 
you have been mwfted, not only 
points out your rank as a M. M., 
but IS likewife meant to remind 
you of thofe great duties you have 
juft folemnly engaged yourfelf to 
perform^ and while it marks your 
own fuperiority, it calls on you to 
afford affiftance and inftrudtion to 
the brethren in the inferior de- 
grees. 

You are now at liberty to retire, 
in order to reftore yourfelf to your 
perfonal comforts, and on your 
return into the Lodge, thofe f...ns, 
t , . . ns, and w . . .s will be further ex - 







N y our leaving the Lodge 
we left off at that part 
ofour traditional htftory 
which mentioned the d,.,h of our 
MaftcrH,..m: a lofs fo impor- 
tant as that of the principal Ar- 
chittdTj could not fail of being 
fpeedily and feverely felt ; the want 
of thofe plans and defigns which 
had hitherto been fo regularly fup- 
plied throyghout every depart- 
ment of the work were the iiift 
indications that fome heavy ca- 
lamity had befallen him. The 
Menatfchins, or Perfe<5tSj or more 
familiarly fpeaking, the Overfeers 
of the work, deputed fome of the 
moft diftinguifhed of their number 
to acquaint the King with the utter 
confufion into which the ablence 
of H.,,m had plunged themj at 
the iame time to exprefe &mt 
apprehenfioa that to fome &til 




»«fom the three entrances of 
emple ; m an y days were Ipent 
•tlefsfearch ; indeed, one clals, 
•led to Jerufalem without nav- 
jl^jR aed any difcovery of im- 
neie; but a. fecond clafs were 
fta-tunate, for on the evening 
ertain day, after having 
^ the greateft privations and 
.lal fatigue, one of the bre- 
ygfho had refted himfelf in a 
ing pofture, in order to affift 
liig caught hold of a ftvrub 
■^-■rrew neat-, which, to his fu^- 
came eafily out of the 
*nd ; on a. clofer examination, 
r», I rid that the earth had been 
ntly diftvir-bed. ; he therefore 
i-»'sJ'»-ethrerL, and with their 
««4 efforts, fucceeded in 
ing It, ana. there found the 

.tay inter-redl. Xhev covered 
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feidkti and fgyia ioig ifi fc|yeg ' 

ordered i geae ral moficr of the 
^ orfcffica taioi^faacit the raious 
Cd-pmnsectSr when tlirec of tbe 

Ume cIiS were no: to be found, 
^cd oo the hxBC ckj tbe twelve 
wlio lad or^lnlty jomcd m rhc 

carjpira^v ^er.: before :he King, 
and made a TOiuntary cxxifdfioo 
0f alt tbef kneWp up to tbe iSMi 
of their havi-g wirhirawn them- 
felves 5oo% tbie number of the 
conrpinitcir^ fl» %e^g 
awakened for the fefety of the 
chief aitift^ he fele&ed fifisqa tmfty 
F. C.,.i^ aiidiaidenEii iliaB to go 
and make diligent fearch after the 
perfon of our M, H, if he were yet 
alive^ or had fuflfered death in the 
attempt to extort from him the 
fecrets of his exalted degree. Ac- 
cordingly, a ftated day having been 
prcvioufly fixed for their return to 
Jerufalem, they formed the mfelvcs 
mife Ifiike C*v*i L.-s and de- 
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parted from tfie tftwe edmnc^ 

theTemple^ many days were fpent 
in fruitlefs fearch; indeed, one clafs 
returned to Jerufalem without hav- 
ing efFefted any difcovery of im- 
portance \ but a fecond ckfs were 
more fortunate, for on the evening 
of a certain day, after having fuf- 
fered the greateft privations and 
perfonal fatigue, one of the bre- 
thren, who had reded hirafelf in a 
reclining pofture^ in order to afflft 
his Jrifing caught hold of a flirub 
that grew near, which, to his fur- 
prife, came eafily out of the 
ground ; on a clofer examination^ 
he found that the earth had been 
recently difturbed; he therefore 
hailed his brethren, and with their 
united efFortSj fucceeded in re* 
opening it, and there found the 
body of our M. H,,.m, very in- 
decently interred. They covered 
it again with all refpeft re- 
verence, and in order to diftinguifli 
the Ipot, ftuck a Iprig of A.., a at 
the head of the g...e, they then 
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haftened to Jerufalem to impart 
the affliAing intelligence to King 
Solomon, who, when the firft emo- 
tions of grief had fubfided, ordered 
them to return and raife the b...y 
of our M. H...m to fuch a fepul- 
chr^ as became his rank and exalted 
talents ; at the fame time inform- 
ing them that by his untimely 
death, the genuine f...s of a 
M. M. were loft; he therefore 
charged them to be particularly 
careful in obferving whatever ca- 
fual f...n, t...n, or w...d might 
occur among them, while paying 
this laft fad office of refpeft to 
departed merit. They performed 
their talk with the utmoft fidelity, 
for on the moment of re-opening 
the ground, one of the brethren 
looking round, faw one of his com- 
panions in this fituation (gives 
the f...n of h...r...r), expreffive 
of their h...r...r at the afflifting 
fight, and others, viewing the 
ghaftly w...d, ftill vifible on his 
f...e...d, fmote their own in fym- 










ij 

tin 

if 




^ Craft Mafonry, iz? 

pathy of his fufFerings; two of the 
brethren then defcended the g,..e, 
one of whom endeavoured to raife 
him by the E. A. g..*p, which 
proved a f..*p ; the other tried the 
C, which proved a r,.p alio; 
having both fkiled in their at* 
tempts, a more zealous and expert 
brother defcended, and with tiieir 
afliftance, rai&d' tSm on the five 
p, . ,s of f , . . w, * .p^ while others ftill 
more animatedi exchumed 

or , both words having a 

^XS&m import; the one implies 
tlie d . . .h of the builder, the other 
the builder is f. . . n King Solomon 
ordered that thofk palUal C»^n$j 
t.,.ns, and w...rfhdilM dsi^dte 
all M. M.s throughout the uni- 
verfe, until time or drcumftances 

It only remains for me to ftate, 
that thf tihtrd ckfs of C...me^had 
purged tKehr rcffito^is m Ac 
direction of Joppa^ and were medi- 
tating their return to Jerufalem, 
when jj^eSittitally palSng the 






i 




130 Craft Mafonry. 

mouth of a cavem, they heard the 
(bunds of deep lamentation and 
regret, and on entering to fatisfy 
themfelves of the cauie, they found 
three men anfwering the defcrip- 
tion of thofe that were miffing, and 
on being charged as the perpetra- 
tors of the m...r...r, and finding 
all chance of efcape cut off, they 
confefled their guilt; they were 
then bound and led to Jerufalem, 
when King Solomon fentenced 
them to that death which the 
heinoufnefiof their crime fo amply 
merited. 
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(ZErpIanatton of tj)t Ctiirti 
Ctacing iBoatH. 

UR M. H...m was or- 
I dered to be re-interred 

i as near the Sanftum 

Sandorum as the Ifraelitifh laws 
would permit, there is a G...e 
from the centre, three feet E., 
three feet W., three feet between 
N. and S,, and five feet or more 
perpendicular. He was not buried 
in the Sanftum Sanftorum, becaufe 
nothing common or unclean was 
allowed to enter there, except the 
High Prieft once a year, and not 
even then, until after many wafli- 
ings and purifications againft the 
great day of expiation of fins, for 
by the Ifi-aelitifh law all flefli is 
deemed unclean. The ornaments 
of a M. M's. l...e are the Porch, 
Dormer, and Square Pavement. 
The Porch was the entrance to 
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the Sandhim Sanftorum ; the Dor- 
mer, the window that gave light 
to the fame; *and the Square 
Pavement for the High Pricft 
to walk on. The High Prieft's 
office was to burn incenfe to the 
honour and glory of the moft 
High, and to pray fervently that 
the Almighty through his un- 
bounded wifdom and goodnefe, 
would be pleafed to beftow peace 
and tranquillity to the Ifraelitifli 
nation throughout the enfuing 
year. The t...s with which our 
Mafter was (Iain (as you have al- 
ready been informed), were the 

P b r...e, the L 1, and 

heavy M...1. The Coffin, Skull, 
and Crofs-bones are emblems of 
mortality, and allude to his un- 
timely d. . .h, which happened three 
thoufand years after the creation 
of the world. 

I now prefent to you the work- 
ing tools of a M. M., which are 
the Skirrit, Pencil, and Compafles. 
The Skirrit is an implement which 
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afts on a centre pin, whence a 
line is drawn to mark out the 
ground for the foundation of the 
intended ftrufture ; with the Pen- 
cil the (kilful artift delineates the 
building in a draft or plan, for 
the direftion and guidance of the 
workmen ; and the Compafles en- 
ables him with accuracy and pre- 
cifion to afcertain and determine 
the limits and proportions of its 
feveral parts. But as we are not 
all operative, but free and ac- 
cepted or fpeculative Mafons, we 
apply thefe tools to our morals. 
In this fenfe, the Skirrit points 
out that ftraight and undeviating 
line of conduft marked out for 
our purfuits in the volume of 
the Sacred Law ; the Pencil points 
out to us that all our words and 
acftions are obferved and recorded 
by the Moft High, to whom we 
muft give an account of our adtions 
through life ; and the Compaffes 
remind us of His unerring and 
impartial juftice, in having defined 
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good and evil, and that He will 
either reward or punifh us as we 
imt Dr difitgardetf Ufe 

divine commands^ Xbiist^ic work- 
ing tools of a M. M. direct us 
to bear in mind, and aft aecovd- 
ing to, the laws of our Divine 
Creator, fo that when we ftiall be 
fummojiedi from this fublunary 
abodcj we may afcend to the Grand 
Lodge abovej where the world's 
gr^ ArcHiiteist: lii^ :««Sgns 
for evdmore. 




